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mac, and so strongly defended with artillery that the attempt had to be aban¬ 
doned. The repulse on the right ended the engagement, and after a protracted 
and sanguinary conflict every effort of the enemy to dislodge us from our posi¬ 
tion had been defeated with severe loss. 

The arduous service in which our troops had been engaged, their great pri¬ 
vations of rest and food, and the long marches without shoes over mountain- 
roads, had greatly reduced our ranks before the action began. These causes 
had compelled thousands of brave men to absent themselves, and many more 
had done so from unworthy motives. This great battle was fought by less than 
40,000 men on our side, all of whom had undergone the greatest labors and 
hardships in the field and on the march. Nothing could surpass the deter¬ 
mined valor with which they met the large army of the enemy, fully supplied 
and equipped as it was, and the result reflects the highest credit on the officers 
and men engaged. Our artillery, though much inferior to that of the enemy 
in the number of guns and weight of metal, rendered most efficient and gal¬ 
lant service throughout the day, and contributed greatly to the repulse of the 
attacks on every part of the line.' General Stuart with the cavalry and horse 
artillery performed the duty entrusted to him of guarding our left wing with 
great energy and courage, and rendered valuable assistance in defeating the 
attack on that part of our line. 

On the 18th we occupied the position of the preceding day except in the 
centre, where our line was drawn in about two hundred yards. Our ranks 
were increased by the arrival of troops which had not been engaged the day 
before, and, though still too weak to assume the offensive, we awaited without 
apprehension the renewal of the attack. The day passed without any demon¬ 
stration on the part of the enemy, who, from the reports received, was expect¬ 
ing the arrival of reinforcements. As we could not look for a material increase 
in strength, and the enemy's force could be largely and rapidly augmented, it 
was not thought prudent to wait until he should be ready again to offer battle. 
During the night of the 18th the army was accordingly withdrawn to the south 
side of the Potomac, crossing near Shepherdstown without loss or molestation. 

The enemy advanced the next morning, but was held in check by General 
Fitzhugh Lee with his cavalry, who covered our movement with boldness and 
success. General Stuart, with the main body, crossed the Potomac above 
Shepherdstown and moved up the river. The next day he recrossed at Wil¬ 
liamsport, and took position to operate upon the right and rear of the enemy 
should he attempt to follow us. After the army had safely reached the Virginia 
shore with such of the wounded as could be removed and all its trains, General 
Porter's corps, with a number of batteries and some cavalry, appeared on the 
opposite side. General Pendleton was left to guard the ford with the reserve 
artillery and about 600 infantry. That night the enemy crossed the river above 
General Pendleton's position, and, his infantry support giving way, four of his 
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guns were taken. A considerable force took position on the right bank under 
cover of their artillery on the commanding hills on the opposite side. The 
next morning General A. P. Hill was ordered to return with his division and 
dislodge them. Advancing under a heavy fire of artillery, the three brigades 
of Gregg, Pender, and Archer attacked the enemy vigorously and drove him 
over the river with heavy loss. 

The condition of our troops now demanded repose, and the army marched 
to the Opequan, near Martinsburg, where it remained several days, and then 
moved to the vicinity of Bunker Hill and Winchester. The enemy seemed to 
be concentrating in and near Harper’s Ferry, but made no forward movement. 
During this time the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad was destroyed for several 
miles, and that from Winchester to Harper’s Ferry broken up to within a short 
distance of the latter place, in order to render the occupation of the Valley by 
the enemy after our withdrawal more difficult. 

On October 8th, General Stuart was ordered to cross the Potomac above 
Williamsport with 1200 or 1500 cavalry and endeavor to ascertain the position 
and designs of the enemy. He was directed, if practicable, to enter Pennsyl¬ 
vania and do all in his power to impede and embarrass the military operations 
of the enemy. This order was executed with skill, address, and courage. 
General Stuart passed through Maryland, occupied Chambersburg, and de¬ 
stroyed a large amount of public property, making the entire circuit of General 
McClellan’s army. He recrossed the Potomac below Harper's Ferry without 
loss. The enemy soon after crossed the Potomac east of the Blue Ridge and 
advanced southward, seizing the passes of the mountains as he progressed. 
General Jackson's corps was ordered to take position on the road between 
Berryville and Charlestown, to be prepared to oppose an advance from Har¬ 
per’s Ferry or a movement into the Shenandoah Valley from the east side of 
the mountains, while at the same time he would threaten the flank of the 
enemy should he continue his march along the eastern base of the Blue Ridge. 
One division of Longstreet’s corps was sent to the vicinity of Upperville to 
observe the enemy’s movements in front. 

About the last of October the Federal army began to incline eastwardly from 
the mountains, moving in the direction of Wan-enton. As soon as this inten¬ 
tion developed itself Longstreet's corps was moved across the Blue Ridge, and 
about November * 3d to position at Culpeper Court-house, while Jackson ad¬ 
vanced one of his divisions to the east side of the Blue Ridge. The enemy 
gradually concentrated about Warrenton, his cavalry being thrown forward 
beyond the Rappahannock in the direction of Culpeper Court-house, and 
occasionally skirmishing with our own, which was closely observing his move¬ 
ments. This situation of affairs continued without material change until about 
the middle of November, when the movements began which resulted in the 
winter campaign on the lower Rappahannock. 




APPENDIX. 


535 


The accompanying return of the medical director will show the extent of our 
losses in the engagements mentioned. The reports of the different command¬ 
ing officers must, of necessity, be referred to for the details of these operations. 

I desire to call the attention of the Department to the names of those brave 
officers and men who are particularly mentioned for courage and good conduct 
by their commanders. The limits of this report will not permit me to do more 
than renew the expression of my admiration for the valor that shrank from no 
peril and the fortitude that endured every privation without a murmur. I must 
also refer to the report of General Stuart for the particulars of the services ren¬ 
dered by the cavalry, besides those to which 1 have alluded. Its vigilance, 
activity, and courage were conspicuous, and to its assistance is due, in a great 
measure, the success of some of the most important and delicate operations of 
the campaign. 

Respectfully submitted, R. E. Lbs, 

General. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
October 2, 1862. 

General : The enemy's cavalry, under General Pleasonton, with six pieces 
of artillery, drove back our pickets yesterday in front of Shepherdstown. The 
Ninth Virginia cavalry, which was on picket, repulsed the enemy several times 
by vigorous charges, disputing the ground step by step back to the main body. 
By the time his artillery reached him. Colonel W. H. F. Lee, who was in com¬ 
mand of the brigade, was obliged to place it on the west bank of the Opequan, 
on the dank of the enemy as he approached Martinsburg. General Hamp¬ 
ton’s brigade had retired through Martinsburg on the Tuscarora road, when 
General Stuart arrived and made dispositions to attack. Lee’s brigade was 
advanced immediately and Hampton’s ordered forward. The enemy retired 
at the approach of Lee along the Shepherdstown road, and was driven across 
the Potomac by the cavalry with severe loss, and darkness alone prevented it 
from being a signal victory. His rear was overtaken and put to flight, out 
cavalry charging in gallant style under a severe fire of artillery, routing squad¬ 
ron after squadron, killing a number, wounding more, and capturing several. 
He was driven through Shepherdstown and crossed the river after dark, in no 
case standing a hand-to-hand conflict, but relying upon his artillery and car¬ 
bines at long range for protection. I regret that we lost one lieutenant and 
several privates. 

1 am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant- and Inspector-general C. S. A, Richmond, Va. 
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Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
October 14, 1862. 

Sir 1 The expedition under General Stuart to Pennsylvania, which crossed 
the Potomac on the evening of the 5 instant at McCoy’s Ford, above Wil¬ 
liamsport, will reach their camp to-day. They proceeded through Mercersburg 
to Chambersburg, where they obtained from the United States storehouses 
such supplies as they needed, but were unable to destroy the railroad bridge 
over the Conacocheague in consequence of its being of iron. The shops, etc. 
of the company were, however, destroyed. Thence he proceeded to Emmitts- 
buig, through Liberty, New Market, Hyattsville, Bamesville, to White’s Ford, 
below the mouth of the Monocacy, making a complete circuit of the enemy’s 
position. On approaching the Potomac he was opposed by the enemy’s cav¬ 
alry under General Stoneman, but drove him back, and put to flight the infantry 
stationed on the bluff at White's Ford to guard the passage. 

His expedition was eminently successful, and accomplished without other 
loss than the wounding of one man. He obtained many remounts for his 
cavalry and artillery, and deserves much credit for his prudence and enter- 
prise. 

From the information he was able to obtain I am inclined to believe that 
General McClellan has detached no part of his army eastward, but, on the 
contrary, has been receiving reinforcements. His main army is posted west 
of the Blue Ridge range, and stretches from Hagerstown to Rockville, the 
centre resting at Harper’s Ferry, with detachments guarding the river. They 
have a large force repairing the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, and I should 
judge, from all I can learn, that the operation of the Baltimore and Ohio [Rail] 
road from Harper’s Ferry west is viewed by them as an object of great import¬ 
ance, and that efforts will be made to repair it I am breaking up the Harper’s 
Ferry and Winchester [Rail] road to increase the obstacles to their advance up 
die Shenandoah Valley. The iron would be very useful to the roads farther 
south, and the flat iron might be used for Government purposes, but I have no 
means of sending it away. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General. 

Hon. G. W. Randolph, 

Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. 
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Abstract from Return of the Army of Northern Virginia, Gen¬ 
eral R. E. LEE commanding, for Sept. 22, 1862, during Cam¬ 
paign at Manassas and Antietam, Aug. 28-30 and Sept., 1862 . 


Command. 

Present for duty. 

Aggregate 

Officers. 

Men. 

present. 

Longstrect's Corps. 

General staiF. 

McLaws’s division. 

Jones’s division... 

Anderson's division. 

Walker’s division. 

Hood’s division. 

Evans’s brigade. 

Lee's and Walton's battalions of artillery. 

II 

269 

350 

389 

221 

25 5 

40 

39 

3,659 

3,460 

4*935 

2,592 

516 

632 

11 

4,018 

4^03 

6,298 

3.87, 

2,847 

556 

677 

Total. 

i ,574 

19,001 

22,681 

Jackson's Corps. 

D. H. Hill's division. 

A. P. Hill's division. 

R. S. Ewell's division. 

Jackson's own division. 

332 

34 J 

298 

186 

4*739 

4*435 

3,144 

2,367 

5.821 

5,468 

4.066 

3.484 

Total . .. 

MS* 

14.685 

18,839 

Grand total. 

2 . 73 * 

33.686 

4 L 55 


Note on original return: “ This return is very imperfect, the cavalry and reserve artil¬ 
lery not being reported.” 


Abstract from Return of Tri-monthly Report of Ewell’s Divis¬ 
ion , Maj.-gen. R. S. Ewell commanding,for Sept. 22, 1862. 


Command. 

Present for 
duty. 

1 


\t 

i 

Remarks. 

Officers. 

n 

u 

a 

«< 


jj* 

Aggregati 

return 

Early’s brigade, Gen. J. A. Early. . 

124 

905 

1,221 

4,035 

4,082 

Rolls of several com* 

Fourth (Lawton’s) Brigade, Colonel 
John H. T-amwr commanding • . 

45 

682 

804 




panics of 7th Virginia 
regiment lost. 

44 Absent” not given by 
reason of absence of 

Seventh (Trimble's) Brigade, CoL 
James A. Walker commanding, . 

60 

781 

941 

2.759 

2.950 

company officers. 

First Louisiana (Hays’s) Brigade, 
Brig.-gen. H. T. Hays command- 
fog. 

59 

634 j 

936 



4*127 

“Absent” in 7th Lou¬ 
isiana regiment not 
reported. 

Total. 

t 

3,002 

3,902 






Station, camp near Martinsbuxg, Va. 
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Headquarters, 

Near Fredericktown, Md. f September 8, 1862. 
His Excellency Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate 
States, Richmond, Va., 

Mr. President: The present position of affairs, in my opinion, places it in 
the power of the Government of the Confederate States to propose with pro* 
priety to that of the United States the recognition of our independence. For 
more than a year both sections of the country have been devastated by hostili¬ 
ties which have brought sorrow and suffering upon thousands of homes with¬ 
out advancing the objects which our enemies proposed to themselves in begin¬ 
ning the contest. Such a proposition, coming from us at this time, could in no 
way be regarded as suing for peace, but, being made when it is in our power 
to inflict injury upon our adversary, would show conclusively to the world that 
our sole object is the establishment of our independence and the attainment 
of an honorable peace. The rejection of this offer would prove to the country 
that the responsibility of the continuance of the war does not rest upon us, but 
that the party in power in the United States elect to prosecute it for purposes of 
their own. The proposal of peace would enable the people of the United 
States to determine at their coming elections whether they will support those 
who favor a prolongation of the war or those who wish to bring it to a termina¬ 
tion which can but be productive of good to both parties without affecting; the 
honor of either. 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General\ 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
Hagerstown, Md., September 12, 1862. 

His Excellency President Davis, 

Mr. President : Before crossing the Potomac I considered the advantages 
of entering Maryland east or west of the Blue Ridge. In either case it was 
my intention to march upon this town. By crossing east of the Blue Ridge 
both Washington and Baltimore would be threatened, which I believed would 
ensure the withdrawal of the mass of the enemy’s troops; north of the Potomac 
I think this has been accomplished. I had also supposed that as soon as it was 
known that the army had reached Fredericktown the enemy’s forces in the 
Valley of Virginia, which had retired to Harper's Ferry and Martinsburg, 
would retreat altogether from the State. In this I was disappointed, and you 
wQl perceive from the accompanying order of the 9th instant that Generals 
Jackson and Me Laws have been detached with a view of capturing their forces 
at each place should they not have retired. 

The army has been received in this region with sympathy and kindness. 
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We have found in this city about fifteen hundred barrels of dour, and I am 
led to hope that a supply can be gathered from the mills in the country, though 
I fear we shall have to haul from the Valley of Virginia. The supply of beef 
has been very small, and we have been able to procure no bacon. A thousand 
pairs of shoes and some clothing were obtained in Fredericktown, two hundred 
and fifty pairs in Williamsport, and about four hundred pairs in this city. 
They will not be sufficient to cover the bare feet of the army. 

* * * * *««** 

R. E. Lee, 
General. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
Hagerstown, Md., September 13, 1862. 

His Excellency President Davis, Richmond, Va., 

Mr. President : I regret that you should have exposed yourself while in¬ 
disposed to the fatigue of travel, though I should have been highly gratified at 
an opportunity of conferring with you on many points. You will perceive by 
the printed address * to the people of Maryland, which has been sent you, that 
I have not gone contrary to the views expressed by you on the subject Should 
there lie anything in it to correct, please let me know. 

********* 

R. E. Lee, 

General. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 

Camp on the Opequan, near Smoketown, September 23, 1862. 
His Excellency President Davis, Richmond, Va., 

Mr. President : My desire for the welfare of the army an 4 the success of 

the war induces me to trouble you very often. In addition to the matters to 
which I have recently called your attention, there is another of vital import¬ 
ance to the service. A great number of officers and men borne on the rolls 
of the army I fear are permanently incapacitated for duty. These should be 
discharged and their places filled with effective men. Justice would seem to 
require that some provision should be made for their support, but whether this 
had better be done now or left to the close of the war you and Congress must 
determine. Companies whose rolls show a maximum of men cannot be filled 
by accepting new members when they offer unless the inefficient men be 
removed, nor can the places of officers unfit for duty be filled until the present 
incumbents are retired. The subject of recruiting this army is also one of 
paramount importance. The usual casualties of battle have diminished its 
* Included in Chapter XII. 
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ranks, but its numbers have been greatly decreased by desertion and strag¬ 
gling. This was the main cause of its retiring from Maryland, as it was unable 
to cope with advantage with the numerous hosts of the enemy. His ranks are 
daily increasing, and it is just reported, on what I consider reliable authority, 
that 40,000 joined the army of General McClellan on the day after the battle 
of Sharpsburg. We have now abundance of arms; and if the unarmed regi¬ 
ments in Texas and Arkansas could be brought forward, as well as the con¬ 
scripts from the different States, they would add greatly to our strength. Our 
stragglers are being daily collected, and that is one of the reasons of my being 
now stationary. How long they will remain with us or when they will again 
disappear it is impossible for me to say. 

********* 

R. E. Lee, 

General Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 

Camp on the Opequan, near Smoketown, September 25, 1862. 
His Excellency President Davis, Richmond, Va., 

Mr, President : Since my letter of the 23d instant the enemy has been 
quiet He is in occupation of Harper's Ferry, and has troops posted both on 
the Maryland and Loudoun Heights. I presume he will reconstruct the rail¬ 
road bridge over the Potomac, and I see it stated in the Baltimore papers that 
a new bridge over the Monocacy has'been built When the railroad is open 
to Harper's Ferry he may possibly advance up the Valley, where I shal 
endeavor to occupy and detain him. 

When I withdrew from Sharpsburg into Virginia it was my intention to 
recross the Potomac at Williamsport and move upon Hagerstown, but the 
condition of thf army prevented; nor is it yet strong enough to advance 
advantageously. Some of the stragglers have been gathered in, but many 
have wandered to a distance, feigning sickness, wounds, etc., deceiving the 
guards and evading the scouts. Many of them will not stop until they reach 
their distant homes. 

In a military point of view, the best move, in my opinion, the army could 
make would be to advance upon Hagerstown and endeavor to defeat the 
enemy at that point I would not hesitate to make it, even with our diminished 
' numbers, did the army exhibit its former temper and condition, but, as far as I 
am able to judge, the hazard would be great and a reverse disastrous. I am 
therefore led to pause. 

I have written to General Loring suggesting the advantages, since the enemy 
has been driven from the Kanawha Valley, of proceeding down the Monon- 
gahela Valley, breaking up the railroad in the vicinity of Clarksburg, Fairmont, 
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Cheat River, etc., and, should opportunity offer, of continuing his route into 
Pennsylvania and collecting horses and other necessaries for the army gener¬ 
ally. I have told him to keep me advised of his movements should he under¬ 
take the expedition, that there may be co-operation, if practicable, between the 
two armies. 

1 am, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
Washington Run, near Winchester, Va., October 2, 1862. 

His Excellency President Davis, 

Mr. President : I received last night your letter of the 28th ultimo, and 
am much obliged to you for the attention given to my requests. I have stated 
so frequently my opinion of the necessity of improving the discipline of our 
armies that 1 need not repeat it I hope Congress will grant every facility in 
their power. 

In reference to commanders of corps with the rank of lieutenant-general, of 
which you request my opinion, I can confidently recommend Generals Long- 
street and Jackson in this army. My opinion of the merits of General Jackson 
has been greatly enhanced during this expedition. He is true, honest, and 
brave, has a single eye to the good of the # service, and spares no exertion to 
accomplish his object. Next to these two officers, I consider General A. P. 
Hill the best commander with me. He fights his troops well and takes good 
care of them. At present I do not think that more than two commanders of 
corps are necessary for this army. I need not remind you of the merits of 
General E. K. Smith, whom I consider one of our best officers. As regards 
the appointments for major-generals and brigadier-generals for this army, I 
have already forwarded to you the names of those whose merits I think have 
earned promotion. Should you conclude to promote Generals Longstreet and 
Jackson, major-generals in their places will be required, but I believe you 
have sufficient names before you to fill the vacancies. Your own knowledge 
of the claims and qualifications of the officers will, I feel assured, enable you 
to make the best selection. I do not think it necessary to call your attention 
to the officers immediately around Richmond, as you are fully aware of their 
merits. 

**««****» 

I am, with the highest respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 
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Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
October 2 , 1862. 

General Orders 
No. 116. 

In reviewing the achievements of the army during the present campaign, the 
/commanding general cannot withhold the expression of his admiration of the 
indomitable courage it has displayed in battle and its cheerful endurance of 
privation and hardship on the march. Since your great victories around Rich¬ 
mond you have defeated the enemy at Cedar Mountiain, expelled him from the 
Rappahannock, and after a conflict of three days utterly repulsed him on the 
plains of Manassas and forced him to take shelter within the fortifications 
around his capital. Without halting for repose you crossed the Potomac, 
stormed the heights of Harper’s Ferry, made prisoners of more than 11,000 
men, and captured upward of seventy-five pieces of artillery, all their small- 
arms, and other munitions of war. While one corps of the army was thus 
engaged the other ensured its success by arresting at Boonsboro’ the com¬ 
bined armies of the enemy advancing under their favorite general to the relief 
of their beleaguered comrades. On the field of Sharpsburg, with less than one- 
third his numbers, you resisted from daylight until dark the whole army of the 
enemy and repulsed every attack along his entire front of more than four miles 
in extent The whole of the following day you stood prepared to resume the 
conflict on the same ground, and retired next morning without molestation 
across the Potomac. Two attempts subsequently made by the enemy to follow 
you across the river have resulted in his complete discomfiture and being 
driven back with loss. Achievements such as these demanded much valor 
and patriotism. History records few examples of greater fortitude and endur¬ 
ance than this army has exhibited, and I am commissioned by the President to 
thank you in the name of the Confederate States for the undying fame you 
have won for their arms. Much as you have done, much more remains to be 
accomplished. The enemy again threatens with invasion, and to your tried 
valor and patriotism the country looks with confidence for deliverance and 
safety. Your past exploits give assurance that this confidence is not misplaced. 

R. E. Lee, 

General Commanding . 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
Camp near Winchester, Va., October 4, 1862.* 

Hon. George W. Randolph, Secretary of War, Richmond, Va„ 

Sir : Mrs. Phil Kearny has applied for the sword and horse of Major-general 
Phil Kearny, which were captured at the time that officer was killed, near Chan- 
* Received October 7, 1862, 
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tilly. The horse and saddle have been turned over to the quartermaster of the 
army and the sword to the chief of ordnance. I would send them at once as 
an evidence of the sympathy felt for her bereavement and as a testimony of 
the appreciation of a gallant soldier, but I have looked upon such articles as 
public property, and that I had no right to dispose of them except for the benefit 
of the service. In this case, however, I should like to depart from this rule, 
provided it is not considered improper by the Department, and I therefore refer 
the matter for your decision. An early reply is requested. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General. 


Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia, 
October 6, 1862. 

Hon. George W. Randolph, Secretary op War, Richmond, Va., 

Sir : In view of the probability of the movements of the army, which would 
render it inconvenient to return the horse, equipments, and sword of the late 
General Kearny to his widow, in accordance with her request as communicated 
to you in my letter of the 4th instant, I have caused those articles to be sent 
within the enemy’s lines, to be forwarded to Mrs. Kearny, without waiting for 
your reply to my letter. Before doing so I caused the horse and equipments to 
be appraised by a board, and the price fixed for them has been paid to the 
quartermaster, to await your decision upon the question of returning those arti¬ 
cles, as submitted by me in my letter above referred to. The sword, which was 
a light one with a leather scabbard suitable for a disabled person, I regarded as 
constituting part of General Kearny’s private property, and as such proper to 
be returned to his family, in accordance with approved usage under such cir¬ 
cumstances. Its value will also be paid to the ordnance department should 
you not approve of its return. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General. 


% Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia, 

October 22, 1862. 

His Excellency Jepperson Davis, Richmond, Va., 

Mr. President : The time is approaching when it becomes necessary to 
consider what disposition of the troops can best be made for the winter. This 
must, of course, mainly depend upon the operations of the enemy. But on the 
supposition that he will do little more this fall than to organize and instruct his 
new troops, and as the winter advances prepare to advance south of James 
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River, which now seems to me his most probable plan, some position should be 
chosen with a view of procuring shelter and provisions for the army and forage 
for the horses. I have seen no indications to make me believe that General 
McClellan will advance up the Shenandoah Valley. When this army retires 
from its present position I think it probable he will occupy Winchester with a 
sufficient force, and reconstruct the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad between Har¬ 
per’s Ferry and Cumberland. A portion of his force will, no doubt, be retained 
at Fairfax Court-house and Centreville, and may probably be advanced toward 
the Rappahannock. At any rate, it will be necessary for us to keep a sufficient 
force south of the Rappahannock and in front of Richmond, and also one in 
this valley. We must select points where there is sufficient wood for hutting 
and fuel for the troops, and within convenient distance from the railroad by 
which they can be provisioned. A portion of these troops may be placed south 
of James River, or, if circumstances require it, can operate in Georgia and 
South Carolina. I should be very glad if Your Excellency would consider this 
subject and give me the benefit of your views, as well as such directions as you 
may see fit. 

We shall finish by to-morrow, I think, the destruction of as much of the 
Winchester and Harper’s Ferry and Baltimore and Ohio railroads within this 
valley as we can accomplish without bringing on a battle, which I do not desire 
to do so near the enemy’s base of operations. I wish there was any possibility 
of my sending back the iron from these roads, but, as there is none within my 
reach, I have been obliged to injure it as much as possible, to prevent its being 
relaid. The sills have been taken up and burned, and the bridges and station- 
houses at Martinsburg, etc. destroyed. 

I have to-day ordered General Walker’s division to cross the Blue Ridge at 
Ashby’s Gap and take position in the vicinity of Upperville, with a view of 
checking the incursions of the enemy in that region and watching more closely 
his movements east of the mountains. 

1 am, with great respect, Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General* 


Headquarters Department of 'Northern Virginia, 
November 6 , 1862. 

Lieutenant-general Thomas J. Jackson, commanding Corps, 

General : Your letter of yesterday from Millwood has been received. The 
progress of the enemy so far seems to be steadily forward, judging from your 
reports and those of General Stuart, occupying in his advance the gaps of the 
Blue Ridge with his right and resting his left on the Orange and Alexandria 
Railroad. It would seem to be Ms desire either to detain you in the Valley or 
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to get above you, so as to cut you off from a junction with Longstreet; neither 
of which must you permit. It will be necessary for you to make every arrange* 
ment, so that you may move promptly up the Valley, that the two corps can 
be kept in communication with each other and unite when necessary. General 
George H. Steuart will have to evacuate Winchester before you move higher 
than Front Royal, and I hope you will be able to bring off all the sick that are 
able to travel. One of the objects of the enemy in proceeding through the 
counties bordering on the Blue Ridge may be to obtain the forage in that region. 
You must give the necessary directions to Munford, so that he may regulate his 
movements by your own. The advantage of the enemy on the eastern slope 
of the Blue Ridge may be regulated by his force and his facilities for procuring 
supplies of forage and provision. I do not think he would descend into the 
Valley except with such force as he would think capable of crushing you, still 
leaving a sufficient force to oppose Longstreet. I have directed Stuart to watch 
his movements closely and inform me when he occupies Chester Gap or ad¬ 
vances toward Thornton's. In the latter event it will be unwise for the whole 
of the cavalry to fall back before him to Luray, as that would leave exposed 
the whole of the country east of the Blue Ridge. I will make inquiries about 
signal-men and endeavor to establish a line so far as our means will permit. 
I have heard, however, that one of our signal-officers was captured in Loudoun. 
********* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. £. Lee, 
General. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
November 9, 1862—1 p, M. 

Lieutenant-general Thomas J. Jackson, commanding Left Wing, etc., 
General : Your letter of the 7th is at hand. The enemy seems to be mass¬ 
ing his troops along the Manassas Railroad in the vicinity of Piedmont, which 
gives him great facilities for bringing up supplies from Alexandria. It has 
occurred to me that his object may be to seize upon Strasburg with his main 
force, to intercept your ascent of the Valley. This would oblige you to cross into 
the Lost River Valley, or west of it, unless you could force a passage through 
the Blue Ridge; hence my anxiety for your safety. If you can prevent such a 
movement of the enemy and operate strongly upon his flank and rear through 
the gaps of the Blue Ridge, you would certainly, in my opinion, effect the 
object you propose. A demonstration of crossing into Maryland would serve 
the same purpose, and might call him back to the Potomac. As my object is 
to retard and baffle his designs, if it can be accomplished by manoeuvring your 
corps as you propose it will serve my purpose as well as if effected in any 
other way. With this understanding, you can use your discretion—which I 

u 
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know 1 can rely upon—in remaining or advancing up the Valley. But I desire 
you will take precautions to prevent the enemy's occupying the roads west of 
the Massanutten Mountains, and your demonstration upon his flank might 
probably be as well made from a position nearer to Strasburg as from that you 
now occupy. If the enemy should move into the Valley through Thornton's 
Gap, you must seize the pass through the Massanutten Mountains as soon as 
you can, while Longstreet will advance through Milman’s, which you term 
Fisher's Gap (on the direct road from Madison Court-house to New Market). 
But I think his movement upon Front Royal the more probable of the two. 

Keep me advised of your movements and intentions, and you must keep 
always in view the probability of an attack upon Richmond from either north 
or south, when a concentration of forces will become necessary. The enemy 
has made no advance south of the Rappahannock line since I last wrote you. 

The non-occupation of Mardnsburg by the enemy, and his not marching 
into the Valley from his former base on the Potomac, shows, I think, that his 
whole force has been drawn from Maryland into Virginia east of the Blue 
Ridge. His retirement from Snicker's and Ashby's gaps and concentration of 
his force on the railroad in the vicinity of Manassas Gap must either be for the 
purpose of supplying it or for making a descent upon Front Royal and Stras- 
bt I hope, therefore, you will be on your guard. 

I am, etc., 

R. E. Lee, 

General. 


Headquarters Department of Northern Virginia, 
November 10, 1862—7 p. M. 
Lieutenant-general Thomas J. Jackson, commanding, etc.. 

General : Your letter of the 9th instant has been received, and I am glad 
to learn that your command is in condition to move whenever it becomes 
necessary. My letter of yesterday will have explained to you my views and 
informed you that I rely upon your judgment and discretion in determining the 
time of your departure. As soon as you think that your presence in that por¬ 
tion of the Valley will not retard or prevent the advance of the enemy east of 
the Blue Ridge, I wish you to advance with all celerity to unite with Long- 
street's corps. You must inform yourself of the routes, prepare provision and 
forage for the occasion, and lose no time in executing your march when it is 
commenced. As stated in my previous letter, should you find yourself in 
danger at any time of being cut off from the route west of the Massanutten 
Mountains, you must move at once. 

***** **** 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

R. E. Lee, 
General. 




APPENDIX. 547 

Headquarters Department of Northern Virginia, 
November 12, 1862 — 8 A. M. 

Lieutenant-general Thomas J. Jackson, commanding Corps, 

General : Your letter of the 10th by special courier has been received. In 
my letter of yesterday in reply to yours of first date I discussed the question 
of your further delay in the Valley. I cannot add more to what has been said, 
and it must depend upon the advantages you can effect by operating against 
the communications of the enemy. He has as yet given no indications of his 
further movement or direction southward. Whether he will cross the Rappa¬ 
hannock or proceed to Fredericksburg I cannot tell. It is easier for you to 
determine what damage you can inflict upon him where you are. If you can 
accomplish nothing but to retain occupation of the Valley, in the apparent and 
probable need of all our forces southward the force under you is too far from 
the scene of action. If an advance toward Fredericksburg is discovered, it is 
plain that you cannot delay longer, and you must be prepared to move at any 
time. Make your arrangements accordingly, and be prepared to move at any 
moment. General Stuart has been directed to watch the enemy closely, but 
you know the difficulty of determining the first movements. You may learn 
more from the rear than we can in front. It would be grievous for the Valley 
and its supplies to fall into the hands of the enemy unnecessarily, but we can 
only act upon probabilities and endeavor to avoid greater evils. 

Colonel Davidson, at Staunton, telegraphs that the enemy is within thirty-five 
miles of that place—one column at McDowell, and one at Rawley Springs, the 
two columns estimated at from 4000 to 6000 men. He asks for reinforcements; 
I have none to send him. Have you a disposable force ? The Marylanders, 
if unable to remain at Winchester, might be stationed there. 

I am, etc., 

R. E. Lee, 
General . 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
November 14, 1862. 

Lieutenant-general Thomas J. Jackson, commanding, etc., 

General: Your letter of the 10th instant by courier and telegraphic despatch 
of to-day have been received. The withdrawal of the enemy from the Blue 
Ridge and concentration at Warrenton and Waterloo show, I think, that he 
has abandoned his former base and assumed that of the Warrenton and Alex¬ 
andria Railroad. Your presence, then, in the Valley seems to be too distant 
from his line of operation to affect his movements should you remain quiescent. 
If you were able by a movement through Snicker's Gap to threaten his commu¬ 
nication north of Manassas Junction, it would have the effect of recalling him. 
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This, in your condition, would be a haiarcious movement, as he could bring a 
force against you too strong for you to resist, and might intercept your return 
into the Valley. I do not see, then, what good your continuance in the Valley 
will effect beyond the support of your troops. It is true it may prevent the 
occupation of Winchester by a portion of the enemy’s forces, but in a military 
point of view that would accomplish but little beyond the annoyance of the 
inhabitants, which is much to be lamented. Your detention there until the 
occurrence of bad weather and deep roads might so break down your com¬ 
mand as to render it inefficient for further operations should they become requi¬ 
site elsewhere. Your remaining in the Valley was based upon the supposition 
that by operating upon the flank and rear of the enemy you might prevent his 
progress southward, and so long as you found that this could be effected I con¬ 
sidered it advantageous; but when this cannot be accomplished the sooner you 
make a junction with Longstreet’s corps, the better. The question now is 
whether you can in the present condition of things affect the movements of the 
enemy. He is in a position to move upon Culpeper, using the Orange and 
Alexandria Railroad as a line of communication, or to march upon Fredericks¬ 
burg and establish his base on the Potomac. As you are the best judge of 
•your ability to operate advantageously against him, I leave you to determine 
the question whether you will continue in your present position or march at 
once to join Longstreet. I have heard of no movement of the enemy as yet 
below Kelly's Ford, except a visit of a small party of his cavalry to Fredericks', 
burg on the 8th, when they charged through the town, but were immediately 
driven back across the river by our cavalry. General Stuart reports this even¬ 
ing that two brigades of the enemy’s infantry are at Jeffersonton. Our cavalry 
still hold the line of Aestham River to Sperryville. The position of Long- 
street’s corps remains unchanged since you were last informed. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General\ 


Headquarters Department of Northern Virginia, 
Camp near Culpeper Court-house, November 19, 1862—9 A. M. 

Lieutenant-general Thomas J. Jackson, near Winchester. 

General : Your letter of the 18th has been received. It is certainly import¬ 
ant to deceive the enemy as long as possible as to our position and intentions, 
provided it is rendered certain that a junction can be made before a battle; and 
this latter-point we must always keep in view as necessary to enable us to resist 
the large force now on the Rappahannock. 

As to the place where it may be necessary or best to fight, I cannot now 
state, as this-must be-determined by circumstances which may arise. I do not 
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now anticipate making a determined stand north of the North Anna. Long- 
street’s corps is moving to Fredericksburg, opposite to which place Sumner's 
corps has arrived. 

As before stated, you can remain in the Valley as long as you see that your 
presence there cripples and embarrasses the general movement of the enemy 
and yet leaves you free to unite with Longstreet for a battle. 

I will advise you from time to time of the movements of the enemy and of 
mine as far as they can be discovered, and with as litde delay as possible; but 
you must make allowances for the inaccuracy of the first and the delay of the 
second, and predicate your movements so as to be on the safe side. 

I am, most respectfully, 


R. E. Lee, 
General. 


Abstract from Field Return of the Department of Northern 
Virginia , commanded by General ROBERT E. LEE, Novem¬ 
ber 20, 1862; headquarters , Fredericksburg . 


Command. 


FIRST ARMY CORPS, 

Libutbnant-gbmbral Longstrbbt. 


Anderson's division. 

Me Laws's division. 

Pickett's division. 

Hood's division. 

Ransom's division. 

Alexander's battalion of artillery . 
Walton’s battalion of artillery . . 


Total . 


SECOND ARMY CORPS, 

LXBtrrBNANT-CKNBBAL JACKSON. 


D. R. Jones's division .... 

Ewell's division. 

D. H. Hill's division .... 

A. P. Hill's division. 

Brown's battalion of artillery 
Post of Winchester. 


Total . 


Stuart's cavalry division . . . , 
Pendleton’s reserve artillery* 


Grand total 


Present for duty. 


Infantry. 


4 ** 

37 ® 

4 *a 

* 7 ° 


3,383 


407 

57 * 

549 

7*3 


5.7*7 

7.559 

5,634 

5 . 7 X 5 

3 . 9°4 


*8,5*91 


4.6*7 

7.0x8 

7,653 

9.897 


*7671 


* 9.969 


4,606 


5®,49* 


Cavalry. 


Artillery. 


93 


93 


5*7 

94a 


759 


479 


479 


603 


603 


8.55* 


8.55* 


*^38 


7,646 

9,447 

7.49® 

7 .XX 3 

T4 

*74 


37.499 


6,0x5 

9.x** 

9,576 

19,33* 

5*8 

959 


38,53* 


*o,539 


86,569 


67,163 


12,639 

S3 

-a 

1,900 


7X,6o9 


15,008 


*53.773 


• No return received. 


Diqitlzed 


■ 




































550 


MEMOIRS OF ROBERT E, LEE . 


Headquaj Army op Northern Virginia, 
Camp Fredericksburg, November 22, 1862 —8 P. ML 

General S. Cooper, Adjutant- and Inspector-general, Richmond, Va., 

General : I have the honor to report for the information of the President 
and Department that General Burnside’s army, apparently in full force, is on 
the other side of the Rappahannock, opposite this place, stretching from the 
banks of the river toward Acquia Creek. I have learned from our scouts sent 
toward the Potomac, but who were unable to reach Acquia, that it is reported by 
citizens that the enemy were making preparations to reconstruct the wharves at 
that place by means of their pontoon-trains. I have not heard of a commence¬ 
ment being made to rebuild the railroad. Their immense wagon-train is 
actively engaged, apparently, in provisioning their army, which during the 
last three days of rain and cold I know has been a difficult operation, and must 
have been attended with suffering among their troops. I have with me two 
brigades of Stuart’s cavalry, Pendleton’s reserve artillery, and four divisions 
of Longstreet’s corps. The Fifth will be here to-morrow. If the enemy 
attempt to cross the river, I shall resist it, though the ground is favorable for 
him. Yesterday he summoned the corporate authorities of Fredericksburg to 
surrender the city by 5 p. m., and threatened, in the event of its not being 
delivered up, to commence to shell the town at 9 A. ;» to-day. 

Upon the reference of this communication to me, as I was unable to prevent 
the city from being cannonaded, I requested General Longstreet to inform the 
authorities that they might say that I would not occupy or use the city for mili¬ 
tary purposes, but that I would resist its occupation by the enemy, and recom¬ 
mended that the women and children be at once removed. Our wagons and 
ambulances have been employed all last night and to-day in accomplishing 
this object This morning the authorities were informed that the bombard¬ 
ment would not commence at the hour threatened, but that a definite answer 
would be returned in a short time. I have not learned whether it has yet been 
received. 

********* 

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General, 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
Near Fredericksbuig, November 25 , 1862 . 

His Excellency President Davis, Richmond, Va.: 

Mr. President : I have endeavored in my official communications to the 
adjutant- and inspector-general of the army to keep you apprised of the mili¬ 
tary condition of affairs on this frontier. 
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For the first two days after my arrival the enemy’s forces were being massed 
on the heights of Stafford, opposite Fredericksburg; but on the evening of the 
22d, which was the second day after my arrival, his camps and trains com¬ 
menced to move to the rear, and on the morning of the 23d his parks of artil¬ 
lery had all disappeared save four batteries posted on the plateau just opposite 
the town. Now their force in view is very small. It was generally supposed 
that this retrograde movement indicated another transfer of operations, but I 
believe it was made to secure their camps from our fire and for the convenience 
of obtaining subsistence. I think, from the tone of the Northern papers, it is 
intended that General Burnside shall advance from Fredericksburg to Rich¬ 
mond, and that he is obliged to wait until he can reconstruct proper landings on 
the Potomac and rebuild the railroad to the Rappahannock. 

All their movements that I have been able to discover look to a concentra¬ 
tion at this point, and it appears to me that, should General Burnside change 
his base of operations, the effect produced in the United States would be almost 
equivalent to a defeat. I think, therefore, he will persevere in his present 
course; and the longer we can delay him and throw h i m into the winter, the 
more difficult will be his undertaking. It is for this reason that I have deter¬ 
mined to resist him at the outset and to throw every obstacle in the way of his 
advance. I propose to commence breaking up the railroad as one of the 
means of retarding him, so as to oblige him to move with a large wagon-train. 
I fear this measure will produce opposition on the part of the citizens, and may 
be viewed by this community as an abandonment of their country: I therefore 
do not wish to undertake it without due consideration, and, should you think it 
preferable to concentrate the troops nearer to Richmond, I should be glad if 
you would advise me. 

I have waited to the last moment to draw Jackson’s corps to me, as I have 
seen that his presence on their flank has embarrassed their plans and defeated 
their first purpose of advancing upon Gordonsville and Charlottesville. I think 
they will now endeavor to get possession of Hanover Junction. 

I need not express to you the importance of urging forward all preparations 
about Richmond, and of uniting all our efforts to resist the great attempt now 
being made to reach our capital, which, if defeated, may prove the last. 

I should like to get some long-range guns from Richmond if any can be 
obtained on travelling-carriages, and will write to Colonel Gorgas on the sub¬ 
ject. 

I need not say how glad I should be if your convenience would permit you 
to visit the army, that I might have the benefit of your views and directions. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General. 
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Headquarters Department of Northern Virginia, 
December 2, 1862. 

Hon. Secretary of War, Richmond, Va., 

Sir : I have the honor to represent to you that there is still a great want of 
shoes in the army, between 2000 and 3000 men being at present barefooted. 
Many have lost their shoes in the long marches over rough roads recently 
made, and the number forwarded was insufficient to meet the necessities of the 
troops. I am informed that there is a large number of shoes now in Richmond 
in the hands of extortioners, who hold them at an extravagant price. 

The quartermaster of General Jackson's corps, in which there is the greatest 
want of shoes, received a proposition from a person in Richmond to furnish 
1300 pairs at $15 per pair. Whether these shoes are to be purchased at the 
prices demanded by the extortioners, or whether any plan can be devised for 
taking them at a fair price, I submit to your consideration; but I earnestly hope 
that some effectual means may be adopted to supply the wants of the army as 
speedily as possible, and avert the sufferings that threaten the troops during the 
approaching cold and wet weather. 

I hope that the quartermaster's department will avail itself of every means 
to supply the present necessities of the men and to meet the wants that will 
naturally arise, particularly if active operations continue during the winter. I 
also respectfully suggest that, in purchasing shoes, care should be taken to pre¬ 
vent imposition, as 1 am informed by the officers who received those last for¬ 
warded that many of them were of a very inferior character and unfit for ser¬ 
vice. 

I am, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 

General. 


[Confidential.] Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 

December 6, 1862. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, Richmond, 

Mr, President : The enemy still maintains his position north of the Rappa¬ 
hannock. I can discover no indications of his advancing or of transferring his 
troops to other positions. Scouts on both of his flanks north of the Rappahan¬ 
nock report no movements, nor have those stationed on the Potomac discovered 
the collection of transports or the passage of troops down that river. 

General Burnside's whole army appears to be encamped between the Rappa¬ 
hannock and Potomac. His apparent inaction suggests the probability that he 
is waiting for expected operations elsewhere, and I fear troops may be collect¬ 
ing south of James River. Yet I gel no reliable information of organized or 
tried troops being sent to that quarter, nor am I aware of any of their general 
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officers in whom confidence is placed being there in command. There is an 
evident concentration of troops hitherto disposed in other parts of Virginia, but 
whether for the purpose of augmenting General Burnside's army or any other 
1 cannot tell. 

From the reports forwarded to me by General G. W. Smith, the officers serv¬ 
ing there seem to be impressed with its magnitude. If I felt sure of our ability 
to resist the advance of the enemy south of that river, it would relieve me of 
great embarrassment, and I should feel better able to oppose the operations 
which may be contemplated by General Burnside. I presume that the opera¬ 
tions in the departments of the West and South will require all the troops in 
each, but, should there be a lull of the war in these departments, it might be 
advantageous to leave a sufficient covering force to conceal the movement, and 
draw an active force, when the exigency arrives, to the vicinity of Richmond. 
Provisions and forage in the mean time could be collected in Richmond. When 
the crisis shall have passed those troops could be returned to their departments 
with reinforcements. 

I need not state to you the advantages of a combination of our troops for a 
battle, if it can be accomplished, and, unless it can be done, we must make up 
our minds to fight with great odds against us. 

I hope Your Excellency will cause me to be advised when, in your judg¬ 
ment, it may become necessary for this army to move nearer Richmond. It 
was never in better health or in better condition for battle than now. Some 
shoes, blankets, arms, and accoutrements are still wanting, but we are occa¬ 
sionally receiving small supplies, and I hope all will be provided in time. 

There was quite a fall of snow yesterday, which will produce some temporary 
discomfort 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
April io, 1863. 

General : I have the honor to submit herewith my report of the operations 
of this army from the time that it moved from Culpeper Court-house, in Novem¬ 
ber, 1862, and including the battle of Fredericksbuxg. 

****** *** 

I have the honor to be, with great aspect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant- and Inspector-general, Richmond, Va. 
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REPORT OF GENERAL R. E. LEE OF THE BATTLE OF FREDER, 
ICKSBURG, December 13,1862. 

On November 15 [1862] it was known that the enemy was in motion toward 
the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, and one regiment of infantry, with a bat¬ 
tery of light artillery, was sent to reinforce the garrison at Fredericksburg. 

On the 17th it was ascertained that Sumner's corps had marched from Cat¬ 
lett's Station in the direction of Falmouth, and information was also received 
that on the 15th some Federal gunboats and transports had entered Acquia 
Creek. This looked as if Fredericksburg was again to be occupied, and 
McLaws’s and Ransom's divisions, accompanied by W. H. F. Lee's brigade 
of cavalry and Lane's battery, were ordered to proceed to that city. To ascer¬ 
tain more fully the movements of the enemy, General Stuart was directed to 
cross the Rappahannock. 

On the morning of the 18th he forced a passage at Warrenton Springs in the 
face of a regiment of cavalry and three pieces of artillery guarding the ford, 
and reached Warrenton soon after the last of the enemy's column had left 
The information he obtained confirmed the previous reports, and it was dean 
that the whole Federal army, under Major-general Burnside, was moving 
toward Fredericksburg. 

On the morning of the 19th, therefore, the remainder of Longstreet’s corps 
was put in motion for that point. 

The advance of General Sumner reached Falmouth on the afternoon of the 
17th, and attempted to cross the Rappahannock, but was driven back by Col¬ 
onel [William B.] Ball with the Fifteenth Virginia cavalry, four companies of 
Mississippi infantry, and [Capt J. W.] Lewis's light battery. 

On the 21st it became apparent that General Burnside was concentrating his 
whole army on the north side of the Rappahannock. 

On the same day General Sumner summoned the corporate authorities of 
Fredericksburg to surrender the place by 5 p. m., and threatened, in case of 
refusal, to bombard the city at 9 o’clock next morning. The weather had been 
tempestuous for two days, and a storm was raging at the time of the summons. 
It was impossible to prevent the execution of the threat to shell the city, as it 
was completely exposed to the batteries on the Stafford hills, which were beyond 
our reach. The city authorities were informed that, while our forces would not 
use the place for military purposes, its occupation by the enemy would be 
resisted, and directions were given for the removal of the women and children 
as rapidly as possible. The threatened bombardment did not take place, but 
in view of the imminence of a collision between the two armies the inhabitants 
were advised to leave the city, and almost the entire population without a mur¬ 
mur abandoned their homes. History presents no instance of a people exhib¬ 
iting a purer and more unselfish patriotism or a higher spirit of fortitude and 
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courage than was evinced by the citizens of Fredericksburg. They cheerfully 
incurred great hardships and privations, and surrendered their homes and 
property to destruction, rather than yield them into the hands of the enemies 
of their country. 

General Burnside now commenced his preparations to force the passage of 
the Rappahannock and advance upon Richmond. When his army first began 
to move toward Fredericksburg, General Jackson, in pursuance of instructions, 
crossed the Blue Ridge, and placed his corps in the vicinity of Orange Court¬ 
house to enable him more promptly to co-operate with Longstreet 

About November 26 he was directed to advance toward Fredericksburg, and 
as some Federal gunboats had appeared in the river at Port Royal, and it was 
possible that an attempt might be made to cross in that vicinity, D. H. Hill’s 
division was stationed near that place, and the rest of Jackson's corps so dis¬ 
posed as to support Hill or Longstreet as occasion might require. The fords of 
the Rappahannock above Fredericksburg were closely guarded by our cavalry, 
and the brigade of General W. H. F. Lee was stationed near Port Royal, to 
watch the river above and below. 

On the 28th, General Hampton, guarding the upper Rappahannock, crossed 
to make a reconnoissance on the enemy's right, and, proceeding as far as 
Dumfries and Occoquan, encountered and dispersed his cavalry, capturing two 
squadrons and a number of wagons. About the same time some dismounted 
men of Beale's regiment, Lee’s brigade, crossed in boats below Port Royal to 
cite the enemy's left, and took a number of prisoners. 

On December 5, General D. H. Hill, with some of his field guns, assisted by 
Major Pelham of Stuart’s horse artillery, attacked the gunboats at Port Royal 
and caused them to retire. With these exceptions no important movement 
took place, but it became evident that the advance of the enemy would not be 
long delayed. The interval was employed in strengthening our lines, extend¬ 
ing from the river about one and a half miles above Fredericksburg along the 
range of hills in the rear of the city to the Richmond Railroad. As these hills 
were commanded by the opposite heights in possession of the enemy, earth¬ 
works were constructed upon their crest at the most eligible positions for artil¬ 
lery. These positions were judiciously chosen and fortified, under the direc¬ 
tion of Brigadier-general Pendleton, chief of artillery; Colonel Cabell, of 
McLaws's division; Colonel £. P. Alexander and Captain S. R. Johnston of 
the Engineers. To prevent gunboats from ascending the river, a battery, pro¬ 
tected by intrenchments, was placed on the bank about four miles below the 
city, in an excellent position, selected by my aide-de-camp Major [T. M. R.] 
Talcott. The plain of Fredericksburg is so completely commanded by the 
Stafford Heights that no effectual opposition could be made to the construction 
of bridges or the passage of the river without exposing our troops to the destruc¬ 
tive fire of the numerous batteries of the enemy. At the same time, the nar- 
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rowness of the Rappahannock, its winding course, and deep bed presented 
opportunities for laying down bridges at points secure from the fire of our artil¬ 
lery. Our position was therefore selected with a view to resist the enemy’s 
advance after crossing, and the river was guarded only by a force sufficient to 
impede his movements until the army could be concentrated. 

Before dawn on December 11 our signal guns announced that the enemy 
was in motion. About 2 A. M. he commenced preparations to throw two 
bridges over the Rappahannock—opposite Fredericksburg and about one and a 
quarter miles below, near the mouth of Deep Run. Two regiments of Barks¬ 
dale’s brigade, McLaws's division (the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Mississippi), 
guarded these points, the former, assisted by the Eighth Florida of Anderson's 
division, being at the upper. The rest of the brigade, with the Third Georgia 
regiment, also of Anderson’s division, was held in reserve in the city. From 
daybreak until 4 P. M. the troops, sheltered behind the houses on the river-bank, 
repelled the repeated efforts of the enemy to lay his bridges opposite the town, 
driving back his working-parties and their supports with great slaughter. At 
the lower point, where there was no such protection, the enemy was successfully 
resisted until nearly noon, when, being greatly exposed to the fire of the bat¬ 
teries on the opposite heights and a superior force of infantry on the river-bank, 
our troops were withdrawn, and about 1 p. m. the bridge was completed. 

Soon afterward 150 pieces of artillery opened a furious fire upon the city, 
causing our troops to retire from the river-bank about 4 P. m. The enemy then 
crossed in boats and proceeded rapidly to lay down the bridges. His advance 
into the town was bravely resisted until dark, when our troops were recaled 
the necessary time for concentration having been gained 

During the night and the succeeding day the enemy crossed in large num¬ 
bers at and below the town, secured from material interruption by a dense fog. 
Our artillery could only be used with effect when the occasional clearing of the 
mist rendered his columns visible. His batteries on the Stafford Heights fired 
at intervals upon our position. Longstreet's corps constituted our left, with 
Anderson’s division resting upon the river, and those of McLaws, Pickett, and 
Hood extending to the right in the order named Ransom’s division supported 
the batteries on Marye’s and Willis’s hills, at the foot of which Cobb’s brigade 
of McLaws’s division, and the Twenty-fourth North Carolina of Ransom's 
brigade, were stationed, protected by a stone wall. The immediate care of 
this point was committed to General Ransom. The Washington Artillery, under 
Colonel Walton, occupied the redoubts on the crest of Marye's Hill, and those 
on the heights to the right and left were held by part of the reserve artillery. 
Colonel E. P. Alexander's battalion, and the division batteries of Anderson, 
Ransom, and McLaws. A. P. Hill of Jackson’s corps was posted between 
Hood's right and Hamilton's Crossing on the railroad. His front line, consist¬ 
ing of the brigades of Pender, Lane, and Archer, occupied the edge of a wood. 
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Lieutenant-colonel Walker, with fourteen pieces of artillery, was posted near 
the right, supported by the Fortieth and Fifty-fifth Virginia regiments of Field’s 
brigade, commanded by Colonel Brockenbrough. Lane’s brigade, thrown 
forward in advance of the general line, held the woods, which here projected 
into the open ground. Thomas's brigade was stationed behind the interval 
between Lane and Pender; Gregg’s, in rear of that, between Lane and Archer. 
These two brigades, with the Forty-seventh Virginia regiment and Twenty- 
second Virginia battalion of Field’s brigade, constituted General Hill’s reserve. 
Early’s and Taliaferro’s divisions composed Jackson’s second line; D. H. 
Hill’s division, his reserve. His artillery was distributed along his line in 
the most eligible positions so as to command the open ground in front Gen¬ 
eral Stuart, with two brigades of cavalry and his horse artillery, occupied the 
plain on Jackson’s right, extending to Massaponax Creek. 

On the morning of the 13th the plain on which the Federal army lay was 
still enveloped in fog, making it impossible to discern its operations. At an 
early hour the batteries on the heights of Stafford began to play upon Long- 
street’s position. Shortly after 9 A. M. the partial raising of the mist disclosed 
a large force moving in line of battle against Jackson. Dense masses appeared 
in front of A. P. Hill, stretching far up the river in the direction of Fredericks¬ 
burg. As they advanced, Major Pelham of Stuart’s horse artillery, who was 
stationed near the Port Royal road with one section, opened a rapid and well- 
directed enfilade fire, which arrested their progress. Four batteries imme¬ 
diately turned upon him, but he sustained their heavy fire with the unflinching 
courage that ever distinguished him. Upon his withdrawal the enemy extended 
his left down the Port Royal road, and his numerous batteries opened with 
vigor upon Jackson's line. Eliciting no response, his infantry moved forward 
to seize the position occupied by Lieutenant-colonel Walker. The latter, re¬ 
serving his fire until their line had approached within less than eight hundred 
yards, opened upon it with such destructive effect as to cause it to waver, and 
soon to retreat in confusion. 

About 1 p. M. the main attack on our right began by a furious cannonade, 

under cover of which three compact lines of infantry advanced against Hill’s 
front. They were received, as before, by our batteries, by whose fire they were 
momentarily checked, bqf, soon recovering, they pressed forward until, coming 
within range of our infantry, the contest became fierce and bloody. Archer 
and Lane repulsed those portions of the line immediately in front of them, but 
before the interval between these commands could be closed the enemy pressed 
through in overwhelming numbers and turned the left of Archer and the right 
of Lane. Attacked in front and flank, two regiments of the former and the 
brigade of the latter, after a brave and obstinate resistance, gave way. Archer 
held his line with the First Tennessee, and, with the Fifth Alabama battalion, 
assisted by the Forty-seventh Virginia regiment and the Twenty-second Vir- 
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ginia battalion, continued the struggle until the arrival of reinforcements. 
Thomas came gallantly to the relief of Lane, and, joined by the Seventh and 
part of the Eighteenth North Carolina of that brigade, repulsed the column 
that had broken Lane's line and drove it back to the railroad. 

In the mean time a large force had penetrated the wood as far as Hill’s 
reserve, and encountered Gregg's brigade. The attack was so sudden and un¬ 
expected that Orr’s rifles, mistaking the enemy for our own troops retiring, were 
thrown into confusion. While in the act of rallying them that brave soldier 
and true patriot, Brigadier-general Maxcy Gregg, fell mortally wounded. Col¬ 
onel Hamilton, upon whom the command devolved, with the four remaining 
regiments of the brigade and one company of the rifles, met the enemy firmly 
and checked his further progress. The second line was advancing to the sup¬ 
port of the first Lawton's brigade of Early's division, under Colonel Atkin¬ 
son, first encountered the enemy, quickly followed on the right and left by the 
brigades of Trimble (under Colonel Hoke) and Early (under Colonel Walker). 
Taliaferro's division moved forward at the same time on Early’s left, and his 
right regiment (the Second Virginia, belonging to Paxton's brigade) joined in 
the attack. The contest in the woods was short and decisive. The enemy was 
quickly routed and driven out with loss, and, though largely reinforced, he was 
forced back and pursued to the shelter of the railroad embankment Here he 
was gallantly charged by the brigades of Hoke and Atkinson and driven a a 
the plain to his batteries. Atkinson continuing the pursuit too far, his flank 
became exposed, and at the same time a heavy fire of musketry and artillery 
was directed against his front Its ammunition becoming exhausted, and Col¬ 
onel Atkinson being severely, and Captain E. P. Lawton, [assistant] adjutant- 
general, mortally, wounded, the brigade was compelled to fall back to the main 
body, now occupying our original line of battle, with detachments thrown for¬ 
ward to the railroad. 

The attack on Hill’s left was repulsed by the artillery on that part of the line, 

against which the enemy directed a hot fire from twenty-four guns. One bri¬ 
gade advanced up Deep Run, sheltered by its banks from our batteries, but 
was charged and put to flight by the Sixteenth North Carolina of Pender’s bri¬ 
gade, assisted by the Fifty-fourth and Fifty-seventh North Carolina of Law's 
brigade, Hood’s division. 

The repulse of the enemy on our right was decisive, and the attack was not 
renewed, but his batteries kept up an active fire at intervals, and sharpshooters 
skirmished along the front during the rest of the afternoon. 

While these events were transpiring on our right the enemy, in formidable 
numbers, made repeated and desperate assaults upon the left of our line. 

About n a. m. v having massed his tooops under cover of the houses of 
Fredericksburg, he moved forward in strong columns to seize Marye's and 
Willis's hills. General Ransom advanced Cooke’s brigade to the top of the 
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hill, and placed his own, with the exception of the Twenty-fourth Carolina, a 
short distance in the rear. All the batteries on the Stafford Heights directed 
their fire upon the positions occupied by our artillery, with a view to silence it 
and cover the movement of the infantry. Without replying to this furious can¬ 
nonade our batteries poured a rapid and destructive fire into the dense lines of 
the enemy as they advanced to the attack, frequently breaking their ranks and 
forcing them to retreat to the shelter of the houses. Six times did the enemy, 
notwithstanding the havoc caused by our batteries, press on with great deter¬ 
mination to within one hundred yards of the foot of the hill, but here, encoun¬ 
tering the deadly fire of our infantry, his columns were broken and fled in con¬ 
fusion to the town. 

In the third assault the brave and lamented Brigadier-general Thomas R. R. 

Cobb fell at the head of his gallant troops, and almost at the same moment 
Brigadier-general Cooke was borne from the field severely wounded. Fearing 
that Cobb's brigade might exhaust its ammunition, General Longstreet had di¬ 
rected General Kershaw to take two regiments to its support Arriving after the 
fall of General Cobb, he assumed command, his troops taking position on the crest 
and at the foot of the hill, to which point General Ransom also advanced three 
• other regiments. The Washington Artillery, which had sustained the heavy 
fire of artillery and infantry with unshaken steadiness and contributed much to 
the repulse of the enemy, having exhausted its ammunition, was relieved about 
4 p. m. by Colonel Alexander's battalion. The latter occupied the position 
during the rest of the engagement, and by its well-directed fire rendered great 
assistance iri repelling the assaults made in the afternoon, the last of which 
occurred shortly before dark. This effort met the fate of those that preceded 
it, and when night closed in the shattered masses of the enemy had disappeared 
in the town, leaving the field covered with dead and wounded. Anderson's 
division supported the batteries on Longstreet's left, and, though not engaged, 
was exposed throughout the day to a hot artillery fire, which it sustained with 
steady courage. 

During the night our lines were strengthened by the construction of earth¬ 
works at exposed points, and preparations tnade to receive the enemy next 
day. 

The 14th, however, passed without a renewal of the attack. The enemy’s 
batteries on both sides of the river played upon our lines at intervals, our own 
firing but little. The sharpshooters on each side skirmished occasionally along 
the front. 

On the 15th the enemy still retained his position, apparently ready for battle, 
but the day passed as the preceding. 

The attack on the 23th had been so easily repulsed, and by so small a part 
of our army, that it was not supposed the enemy would limit his efforts to an 
attempt which, in view of the magnitude of his preparations and the-extent of 
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his force, seemed to be comparatively insignificant Believing, therefore, that 
he would attack us, it was not deemed expedient to lose the advantages of our 
position and expose the troops to the fire of his inaccessible batteries beyond 
the river by advancing against him; but we were necessarily ignorant of the 
extent to which he had suffered, and only became aware of it when, on the 
morning of the i6th, it was discovered that he had availed himself of the dark¬ 
ness of night and the prevalence of a violent storm of wind and rain to recross 
the river. The town was immediately reoccupied and our position on the river- 
bank resumed. 

In the engagement more than 900 prisoners and 9000 stand of arms were, 
taken. A large quantity of ammunition was found at Fredericksburg. 

The extent of our casualties will appear from the accompanying report of 
the medical director. We have again to deplore the loss of valuable lives. In 

Brigadier-generals Gregg and Cobb the Confederacy has lost two of its noblest 
citizens and the army two of its bravest and most distinguished officers. The 
country consents to the sacrifice of such men as these, and the gallant soldiers 
who fell with them, only to secure the inestimable blessing they died to obtain. 

The troops displayed at Fredericksburg in a high degree the spirit and cour¬ 
age that distinguished them throughout the campaign, while the calmness and 
steadiness with which orders were obeyed and manoeuvres executed in the 
midst of battle evinced the discipline of a veteran army. 

The artillery rendered efficient service on every part of the field, and greatly 
assisted in the defeat of the enemy. The batteries were exposed to an unusu¬ 
ally heavy fire of artillery and infantry, which officers and men sustained with 
a coolness and courage worthy of the highest praise. Those on our right, being 
without defensive works, suffered more severely. Among those who fell was 
Lieutenant-colonel [Lewis M.] Coleman, First Regiment Virginia artillery, who 
was mortally wounded while bravely discharging his duty. 

To the vigilance, boldness, and energy of General Stuart and his cavalry is 
chiefly due the early and valuable information of the movements of the enemy. 
His reconnoissances frequently extended within the Federal lines, resulting in 
skirmishes and engagements in which the cavalry was greatly distinguished. 
In the battle of Fredericksburg the cavalry effectually guarded our right, 
annoying the enemy and embarrassing his movements by hanging on his flank 
and attacking when opportunity occurred. The nature of the ground and the 
relative positions of the armies prevented them from doing more. 

To Generals Longstreet and Jackson great praise is due for the disposition 
and management of their respective corps. Their quick perception enabled 
them to discover the projected assaults upon their positions, and their ready 
skill to devise the best means to resist them. Besides their services in the field 
—which every battle of the campaign from Richmond to Fredericksburg has 
served to illustrate—I am also indebted to them for valuable counsel, both as 
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regards the general operations of the army and the execution of the particular 
measures adopted. 

To division and brigade commanders I must also express my thanks for the 
prompt, intelligent, and determined manner in which they executed their sev¬ 
eral parts. 

To the officers of the general staff— Brigadier-general R. H. Chilton, adju¬ 
tant- and inspector-general, assisted by Major [Henry E.] Peyton; Lieutenant- 
colonel [James L.] Corley, chief quartermaster; Lieutenant-colonel [Robert G.] 
Cole, chief commissary ; Surgeon Guild, medical director ; and Lieutenant-col¬ 
onel B. G. Baldwin, chief of ordnance—were committed the care of their 
respective departments and the charge of supplying the demands of each. 
They were always in the field, anticipating, as far as possible, the wants of the 
troops. 

My personal staff were unremittingly engaged in conveying and bringing 
information from all parts of the field. Colonel [Armistead L.] Long was par¬ 
ticularly useful before and during the battle in posting and securing the artil¬ 
lery, in which he was untiringly aided by Captain S. R. Johnston, of the Pro¬ 
visional Engineers; Majors [T. M. R.] Talcott and [Charles S.] Venable, in 
examining the ground and the approaches of the enemy; Majors [Walter H.] 
Taylor and [Charles] Marshall in communicating orders and intelligence. 

X have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 

General. 


ill 
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Abstract from Return of the Department of Northern Virginia, 
General R. E. Lee commanding, for Dec. 10, 186%, Fred¬ 
ericksburg Campaign, Dec. 16, 1862. 



Present for duty. 

‘ 

. 

Comm amp. 



a 


i 

8 

i 

i 

FIRST ARMY CORPS. 




LlEUT.-GEN. LONGSTEttr, 




General staff .................. 
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List of the Regiments , Brigades, Divisions, and Batteries com¬ 
posing the First Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, LlEU- 
TENANT-GENERAL James LongsTREET commanding, De¬ 
cember 20, 1862. 


andeslson’s division. 


Wilcox? s Brigade . 

8th Alabama, Col. Y. L. Royston. 

9th Alabama, Col. Samuel Henry. 

10th Alabama, Col. W. H. Forney. 

Ilth Alabama, Col. J. C. C. Sanders. 
14th Alabama, Lieut. -col. L. Pinckard. 

Peatherstm* s Brigade. 

12th Mississippi, Col. William H. Taylor. 

16th Mississippi, Col. Carnot Posey. 

19th Mississippi, Maj. John Mullins. 

2d Mississippi Battalion, Lieut-col. T. B. 

Manlove. 


Mahonds Brigade. 

6th Virginia, Col. G. T. Rogers. 

12th Virginia, Col. D. A. Weisiger. 

16th Virginia, Lieut.-col, J. H. Ham. 
41st Virginia, Col. W. A. Parham. 
61st Virginia, Col. V. D. Groner. 

Wright* s Brigade. 

3d Georgia, Col. Edward J. Walker. 
22d Georgia, Col. R. H. Jones. 

48th Georgia, Col. William Gibson. 

2d Georgia Battalion, Maj. G. W. Ross. 


Perrys Brigade. 

2d Florida, Lieut-col. L. G. Pyles. 
5th Florida, Col. J. C. Hately. 

8th Florida, Lieut-col. T. B. Lamar. 


Artillery. 

Donaldsonville Artillery, Capt V. Mamin. 
Grandy's battery, Capt. C. R. Grandy. 
Huger 1 s battery, Capt. Frank Huger. 
Lewis’s battery, Capt. John W. Lewis. 


McLAWS’S DIVISION. 


Kershavds Brigade. 

2d South Carolina, Col. John D. Kennedy. 

3d South Carolina, Col. James D. Nance. 

7th South Carolina, Col. D. Wyatt Aiken. 
8th South Carolina, Col. John W. Henagan. 
15th South Carolina, Col. W. D. De Saussure. 
3d South Carolina (James’s)Battalion, Lieut- 
col. W.G. Rice. 

Cobb's Brigade. 

16th Georgia, Col. Goode Bryan. 

18th Georgia, Col. W. T. Wofford. 

24th Georgia, Col. Robert McMillan. 
Cobb Legion, Lieut-col. L. J. Glenn. 
Phillips’s Legion, Col. W. Phillips. 


Semmeds Brigade. 

10th Georgia, Lieut.-col. J. B. Weems. 
50th Georgia, Col. W. R. Manning. 

51st Georgia, Col. William M. Slaughter. 

53d Georgia, Col. James P. Simms. 


Barksdalds Brigade. 

13th Mississippi, Col. T. W. Carter. 

17th Mississippi, Col. W. D. Holder. 
18th Mississippi, Col. T. M, Griffin. 

21st Mississippi, Col. B. G. Humphreys. 


Artillery. 

Manly’s battery, Capt. B. G Manly. 

Read’s battery, Capt. J. P. W. Read. 
Richmond Howitzers, Capt. E. S. McCarthy. 
Troup Artillery, Capt. H. H. Carlton. 
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PICKETTS DIVISION. 


Garnett's Brigade. 

8th Virginia, Col. Eppa Hunton. 

18th Virginia, Col. R. E. Wither*. 
19th Virginia, Ucut-col. Henry Gantt 
28th Virginia, Col. R. G Allen. 

56th Virginia, Col. W. D. Stuart 

Kemper’s Brigade. 

1st Virginia, Col. L. B. Williams, Jr. 
3d Virginia, Col. Joseph Mayo, Jr. 

7th Virginia, Col. W. T. Patton. 

Ilth Virginia, Col. David Funsten. 
24th Virginia, Col. Wiliam R. Terry. 


ArmisteeuTs Brigade. 

9th Virginia, Lieut.-col. J. S. Gilliam. 
14th Virginia, Col. J. G. Hodges. 

38th Virginia, Col. E. G Edmonds. 

53d Virginia, Col. H. B. Tomlin. 

57th Virginia, Col. David Dyer. 

Jenkinds Brigade. 

1st South Carolina Volunteers, CoL W. H. 

Duncan. 

2d South Carolina (Rides), Col. Thomas 

Thomson. 

5th South Carolina, CoL A. Coward. 

6th South Carolina, Col. John Bratton. 

Hampton Legion, CoL M. W. Gary. 
Palmetto Sharpshooters, CoL JosephWalker. 


Corsds Brigade. 

15th Virginia, CoL T. P. August 
17th Virginia, CoL Morton Marye. 
30th Virginia, CoL A. T. Harrison. 
32d Virginia, CoL E. B. Montague. 


Artillery. 

Dealing’s battery, Capt James Dealing. 
Macon's battery, Capt. M. G Macon. 
Stribling’s battery, Capt R. M. Stribling. 


hood’s division. 


Robertson's Brigade. 

3d Arkansas, CoL Van H. Manning. 
1st Texas, Col. A. T. Rainey. 

4th Texas, CoL J. C. G. Key. 

5th Texas, CoL R. M. PowelL 


Anderson's Brigade. 

1st Georgia (Regulars), CoL W. J. Magill. 
7th Georgia, CoL W. W. White. 

8th Georgia, CoL L. M. Lamar. 

9th Georgia, CoL Benjamin Beck. 

Ilth Georgia, Col. F. H. Little. 


Lands Brigade. 

4th Alabama, CoL P. D. Bowles. 

44th Alabama, CoL C. A. Derby. 

6th North Carolina, CoL Isaac E. Avery. 
54th North Carolina, CoL J. C. S. McDowelL 
57th North Carolina, CoL A. C. Godwin. 

Toombs’s Brigade. 

2d Georgia, Lieut -col. Skidmore Harris. 
15th Georgia, Maj. P. J. Shannon. 

17th Georgia, CoL H. L. Benning. 

20th Georgia, CoL J. B. Cumming. 


Artillery. 

German Light Battery, Capt W, K, Bachman. 
Palmetto Light Battery, Capt. H. R. Garden. 
Rowan Artillery, Capt James Reilly. 


RANSOM'S DIVISION. 

Ransom's Brigade. Cooke's Brigade. 

24th North Carolina, Col. William J. Clarke. 15th North Carolina, Col. H. A. Dowd. 
25th North Carolina, Col. H, M. Rutledge. 27th North Carolina, Col. John A. Gilmer, Jr. 
35th North Carolina, Col. M. W. Ransom. 46th North Carolina, CoL E. D. Hall. 

49th North Carolina, Col. Lee M. McAfee. 48th North Carolina, CoL R. C. HilL 
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Artillery . 

Branch’s battery, Capt. J. R. Branch. 
Cooper’s battery, Capt. R. L. Cooper. 


[reserve artillery.] 

Alexander’s battalion, Lieut.-col. E, Porter Alexander. 
Washington Artillery, Col. J. B. Walton. 


Headquarters First Army Corps. 
December 19,* 1862. ' 

In the foregoing list, where a junior officer is apparently in command of a 
regiment, it is because vacancies exist in those commands which have not yet 
been filled. 


Respectfully, 


G. Moxley Sorrel, 
Assistant Adjutant-general. 


List of Regimental and Battery Commanders, by Brigades and 
Divisions , of the Second Army Corps , Lieut.-gen. Thomas 
J. Jackson commanding , December 20, 1862. 


EWELL’S DIVISION. 


Maj.-gen. Richard S. Ewell. 


First Brigade . 

Brig. -geo. A. R. Lawton. 

13th Georgia, Col. J. M. Smith. 

26th Georgia, Col. E. N. Atkinson. 

31st Georgia, Col. G A. Evans. 

38th Georgia, [Lieut,-] col. L. J. Parr.f 
60th Georgia, Col. W. H. Stiles. 

6ist Georgia, Col. J. H. Lamar. 


Second Brigade . 

Brig.-gea. Jubal A. Early. 

13th Virginia, Col. J. A. Walker. 
25th Virginia, Col. George H. Smith. 
31st Virginia, Col. John S. Hoffman. 
44th Virginia, Col. William C. Scott. 
49th Virginia, Col. William Smith. 
52d Virginia, Col. M. G. Hannan. 
58th Virginia, Col. F. H. Board. 


Third Brigade . 

Brig.-gen. I. R. Trimble. 

15th Alabama, Col. James Cantey. 

12th Georgia, Col. Z. T. Conner. 
2xst Georgia, Col. J. T. Mercer. 
21st North Carolina, R. F. Hoke. 


Fourth Brigade. 
Brig.-gen. Harry T. Hays. 

5th Louisiana, Col. Henry Fomo. 

6th Louisiana, Col. W. Monaghan. 
7th Louisiana, Col. D. B. Penn. 
8th Louisiana, Col. H. B. Kelly. 
9th Louisiana, Col. L. A. Stafford. 


Artillery . 

Charlottesville (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. James McD. Carrington. 
Chesapeake (Maryland) Artillery, Capt. W. D. Brown. 

Courtney (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. J. W. Latimer. 

Dement’s (First Maryland) Battery, Capt. William F. Dement 
Louisiana Guard Artillery, Capt. L. E. D’Aquin. 

Staunton (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. W. L. Balthis. 

• This roster la indorse: u of December 10,186a. 
f J. D. Mathews was appointed colonel December 13, s86e. 
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D. K. HILL'S DIVISION. 

Mmj.-gen. D. H. Hill. 

First Brigade . Second Brigade. 

Brig.-gen. R. £. Rode*. Brig.-gen. George Doles. 

3d Alabama, Col. Cullen A. Battle. 4th Georgia, Col. Philip Cook. 

$th Alabama, Lieut.-coL Edwin L. Hob- 44th Georgia, Col. John B. Estes. 

son. 1st North Carolina, CoL John A. Mc- 

6th Alabama, CoL John B. Gordon. Dowell. 

12th Alabama, Lieut - coL Samuel B. 3d North Carolina, CoL William L. De 
Pickens. Rosset. 

26th Alabama, Lieut -coL Edward A. 

(PNeaL 

Third Brigade. Fourth Brigade. 

Brig.-gen. A. H. Colquitt. Brig.-gen. A. Iverson. 

13th Alabama, Col. B. D. Fry. 5th North Carolina, Lieut-coL P. J. Sin- 

6th Georgia, CoL John T. Lofton. clair. 

23d Georgia, CoL E. F. Best. 12th North Carolina, Col. Benjamin O. 

27th Georgia, CoL C T. Zachry. Wade. 

28th Georgia, Maj. Tully GraybilL 20th North Carolina, Lieut-coL William 

H. Toon. 

23d North Carolina, CoL Daniel H. 
Christie. 

Fifth Brigade. 

Brig.-gen. S. D. Ramsenr. 

2d North Carolina, CoL W. P. Bynum. 

4th North Carolina, CoL Bryan Grimes. 

14th North Carolina, Col. R. T. Bennett 
30th North Carolina, CoL F. M. Parker. 


Artillery. 

Maj. H. P. Jones. 

Hardaway's battery, Capt R. A. Hardaway. 

Jeff. Davis (Alabama) Artillery, Capt. J. W. Bondurant 
King William (Virginia) Artillery, Capt T. H. Carter. 
Morris (Virginia) Artillery, Capt R. C. M. Page. 
Orange (Virginia) Artillery, Capt C. W. Fry. 


A. p. hill’s division. 


Maj.-gen. 

First Brigade. 

Brig.-gen. C. W. Field. 

40th Virginia, Col. J. M. Brockenbrough. 
47th Virginia, CoL R. M. Mayo. 

55th Virginia, Col. F. Mallory. 

2d Virginia Battalion, Maj. E. P. Tayloe. 


. P. Hill. 

Second Brigade. 

Brig.-gen. Mmxcy Gregg. 

1 st South Carolina, Provisional Army, CoL 
D. H. Hamilton. 

12th South Carolina, Lieut-coL Cadwalader 
Jones. 

Sjpa South Carolina, Lieut-coL O. E. Ed¬ 
wards. 

14th South Carolina, Lieut-coL Samuel 
McGowan. 

Ob , « Rite, Lieut-coL J. M. Perrin. * 
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Third Brigade, 

Brig.-gen. £. L. Thomas. 

14th Georgia, Col. R. W. Folsom. 
35th Georgia, Col. B. H. Holt 
45th Georgia, Col. T. J. Simmona, 
49th Georgia, CoL A. J. Lane. 


Fifth Brigade, 

Brig.-gen. J. J. Archer. 

5th Alabama Battalion, Maj. A. S. Van de 
Graaff. 

19th Georgia, Col. W. W. Boyd. 

1st Tennessee, Provisional Army, CoL P. 

Turney. 

7th Tennessee, CoL John F. Goodner. 

14th Tennessee, CoL William McComb. 


Fourth Brigade 
Brig.-gen. J. H. Lane. 

7th North Carolina, Col. E. G. Haywood. 

18th North Carolina, Lieut-cnl. T. J. Pur- 
die. 

28th North Carolina, Lieut-coL S. D. 
Lowe. 

33d North Carolina, CoL C. M. Avery. 
37th North Carolina, CoL W. M. Barbour. 

Sixth Brigade . 

Brig.-gen. W. D. Pender. 

13th North Carolina, Col. A. M. Scales. 

16th North Carolina, Col. J. S. McElroy. 

22d North Carolina, Col. fames Conner. 
34th North Carolina, CoL W. L. J. Low- 

ranee. 

38th North Carolina, CoL W. J. Hoke. 


Artillery, 

Lieut-col. R. L Walker. 

Branch Artillery, Capt. A. C. Latham. 

Crenshaw Battery, Capt William G. Crenshaw. 
Fredericksburg Artillery, Capt. Carter M. Braxton. 
Johnson Battery, Capt Marmaduke Johnson. 
Letcher Battery, Capt Greenlee Davidson. 

Pee Dee Artillery, Capt. D. G. McIntosh. 

Purcell Battery, Capt William J. Pegram. 


JACKSON’S DIVISION. 
Lieut-gen. Thomas J. Jackson. 


First Brigade. 

Brig.-gen. E. F. Paxton. 

ad Virginia,* Capt J. Q. A. Nadenbousch. 

4th Virginia, CoL Charles A. Ronald. 

5th Virginia, Lieut. -col. J. H. S. Funk. 
27th Virginia, CoL James K. Edmondson. 

33d Virginia, Lieut-coL E. G. Lee. 


Third Brigade . 

Brig.-gen. William B. Taliaferro. 

47th Alabama, CoL J. W. Jackson. 
48th Alabama, CoL J. L, Sheffield, 
loth Virginia, Col. E. T. H. Warren, 
23d Virginia, CoL A. G. Taliaferro. 
37th Virginia, CoL T. V. Williams. 


Second Brigade . 

Brig.-gen. J. R. Jones. 

21st Virginia,* Capt W. R. Berkeley. 

#§ad Virginia,* Capt B. W. Leigh, f 
48th Virginia, Col. T. S, Garnett 
1st Virginia Battalion,* Provisional Army, 
Confederate States, Capt D. B. 
Bridgford. 

Fourth Brigade. 


1st Louisiana Volunteers, CoL W. R. 
Shivers. 

ad Louisiana, CoL J. M. Williams, 
loth Louisiana, Col. M. de Marigny. 

14th Louisiana, CoL Zebulon York. 

15th Louisiana, Col. Edmund Pendleton. 


f On roQs and registers as captain First Virginia Battalion. 




•No field officer. 
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Artillery 

Carpenter’s battery, Capt Joseph Carpenter. 
Danville Artillery, Capt. G. W. Wooding. 

Hampden Artillery, Capt W. H. Caslrie. 

Lee Artillery, Capt. C. I. Raine. 

Lusk Battery, Capt. J. A. M. Lusk. 

ARTILLERY CORPS. 

Col. J. Thompson Brown. 

Brooke’s (Virginia) Battery, Capt J. V. Brooke. 

Powhatan (Virginia) Artillery, Capt W. J. Dance. 
Richmond Howitzers, 2d Company, Capt. D. Watson. 
Richmond Howitzers, 3d Company, Capt. B. H. Smith, Jr. 
Rockbridge (Virginia) Artillery, Capt W. T. Poogue. 
Salem (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. A. Hupp. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
January 10, 1863. 

Hon. James A. Srddon, Secretary of War, Richmond, Va., 

Sir : I have the honor to represent to you the absolute necessity that exists, 
in my opinion, to increase our armies if we desire to oppose effectual resistance 
to the vast numbers that the enemy is now precipitating upon us. It has 
occurred to me that the people are not fully aware of their danger, nor of the 
importance of making every exertion to put fresh troops in the field at once, 
and that if the facts were presented by those whose position best enables them 
to know the urgency of the case, they and the State authorities would be stun* 
ulated'to make greater efforts. I trust, therefore, that it may not be detailed 
improper by the Department to communicate these facts to the governors of 
the several States, that they may give efficient aid to the enrolling officers 
within their limits and arouse the people to a sense of the vital importance of 
the subject 

The success with which our efforts have been crowned, under the blessing of 
God, should not betray our people into the dangerous delusion that the armies 
now in the field are sufficient to bring this war to a successful and speedy ter¬ 
mination. While the spirit of our soldiers is unabated, their ranks have been 
greatly thinned by the casualties of battle and the diseases of the camp. 
Losses in battle are rendered much heavier by reason of our being compelled 
to encounter the enemy with inferior numbers; so that every man who remains 
out of service increases the dangers to which the brave men who have so well 
borne the burden of the war are exposed. 

The great increase of the enemy's forces will augment the disparity of num¬ 
bers to such a degree that victory, if attained, can only be achieved by a ter¬ 
rible expenditure of the most precious blood of the country. This blood will 
be upon the head of the thousands of able-bodied men who remain at home 
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in safety and ease while their fellow-citizens are bravely confronting the enemy 
in the field or enduring with noble fortitude the hardships and privations of the 
march and camp. Justice to these brave men, as well as the most urgent con¬ 
siderations of public safety, imperatively demand that the ranks of our army 
should be immediately filled. 

The country has yet to learn how often advantages, secured at the expense 
of many valuable lives, have failed to produce their legitimate results by 
reason of our inability to prosecute them against the reinforcements which the 
superior numbers of the enemy enable him to interpose between the defeat of 
an army and its ruin. 

More than once have most promising opportunities been lost for want of men 
to take advantage of them, and victory itself has been made to put on the 
appearance of defeat because our diminished and exhausted troops have been 
unable to renew a successful struggle against fresh numbers of the enemy. The 
lives of our soldiers are too precious to be sacrificed in the attainment of suc¬ 
cesses that inflict no loss upon the enemy beyond the actual loss in battle. 
Every victory should bring us nearer to the great end which it is the object of 
this war to reach. 

The people of the Confederate States have it in their power to prevent a 
recurrence of these misfortunes, and render less remote the termination of this 
desolating war, at much smaller expense of treasure, suffering, and blood than 
11:111st attend its prosecution with inadequate numbers. They must put forth 
their full strength at once. Let them hear the appeal of their defenders for 
help, and drive into the ranks, from very shame, those who will not heed the 
dictates of honor and of patriotism. Let the State authorities take the matter 
in hand and see that no man able to bear arms be allowed to evade his duty. 

In view of the vast increase of the forces of the enemy, of the savage and 
brutal policy he has proclaimed, which leaves us no alternative but success or 
degradation worse than death, if we would save the honor of our families from 
pollution, our social system from destruction, let every effort be made, every 
means be employed, to fill and maintain the ranks of our armies, until God, in 
his mercy, shall bless us with the establishment of our independence. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General, 


Headquarters Camp near Fredericksburg, 
January 13, 1863. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate 
States, Richmond, Va., 

Mr. President : I have had the honor to receive your despatch of yester¬ 
day. 
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For several days past there have been general indications of some move¬ 
ment by the army of Burnside, but nothing sufficiently definite to designate it 
if true. Rumors are abundant, but whether it is intended to retire, advance, or 
transfer it elsewhere I cannot ascertain. I am pretty sure that the whole army 
is between the Rappahannock and the Potomac. No considerable portion 
ought to have been able to leave without my knowing it. Reinforcements of 
infantry and artillery have reached it from Washington. Wharves are still 
being constructed at Potomac Creek. The army has recently been more con¬ 
centrated, its land-communication with Alexandria more strongly guarded, and 
its right frank more extended toward the Orange and Alexandria Railroad. 
Cattle are being driven down on the Maryland side and crossed over on steam¬ 
ers to Acquia. No winter quarters are being erected, but the men are covering 
themselves, constructing chimneys to tents, etc. 

There are a great many vessels of all sorts in the Potomac, but not more 
than enough to supply so large a force. It is said by their army that their 
transports were sent off with General Banks, and that there are not enough 
now to move it 

Citizens in Stafford and King George counties are not allowed to leave their 
dwellings. Persons even going to mill are guarded. 

You may have remarked that recent Northern papers are silent as to its 
movements. It is said this is by order. I have hoped from day to clay to have 
&Me to discover what is contemplated, and to be guided in my move¬ 
ments accordingly. I think by spring, if not before, they will move uj n 
James River. In the mean time they will endeavor to damage our mlxmis, 
etc. in North Carolina and get possession of Wilmington and Charleston. 

Should General Burnside retire from his present position, I have intended to 
throw part of this army into North Carolina, and with another endeavor to dear 
the valley of the Shenandoah. I did not wish to move until the designs of the 
enemy were developed. I have hoped that General Smith, with the troops at 
his disposal, could keep the enemy in North Carolina in check in the mean 
time. I still hope so. Since you seem to think my presence there would be 
of service, 1 will endeavor to go on as soon as I can. 

All the troops in that State should be concentrated as near as possible to the 
threatened points. Charleston will not be attacked until Wilmington is cap¬ 
tured. General Beauregard can therefore fight them at both points. As far 
as I have been able to judge, I have apprehended the movements in North 
Carolina were intended more as a feint to withdraw troops from this point, 
when General Burnside could move at once upon Richmond. Telegraph 
me your wishes. 

With great respect, your obedient servant. 


R. E. Lee, 
General* 
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Exicirnv* Department, C. S. A., Richmond, Va., 
January 22, 1863. 

General R. E. Lee, commanding, etc., Fredericksburg, Va., 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 19th, 
covering correspondence with General Halleck, and am pleased at the manner 
in which you presented the matter which had been submitted to you in connec¬ 
tion with the atrocities of Milroy. If General Halleck should fulfil his prom¬ 
ise, information recently received here does not permit me to doubt that he will 
have no opportunity to escape on the ground that Milroy has not executed his 
barbarous threats. 

Yours of the 21st has also been received, and, after reading it, my opinion 
is that you would not be justified at this time in making further detachments 
from your command. Should the enemy succeed in crossing the river either 
above or below the long line occupied by you, at the same time holding a strong 
reserve opposite to Fredericksburg, it would make your retrograde movement, 
for the purpose of attacking the force he had thrown over, hazardous, by all 
the difficulties which would attend the exposure both of your flank and rear. 
The rain which is now falling must render the roads in that region impractica¬ 
ble for heavy artillery, and it may be that the movements which are observed 
are only changes of position for the establishment of winter cantonments. 

We have nothing from North Carolina to develop the purpose of the enemy 
there, and it may well be that the late storms have interfered with his programme 
if it all tended to an attack upon Wilmington. 

Intelligence from Tennessee is less cheering than we had anticipated, except 
(hat the cavalry is still successful against the enemy's shipping. 

As ever, your friend, 

Jefferson Davis. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
September 23, 1863. 

General : I have (he honor to transmit herewith my report of the opera¬ 
tions of this army from the time the enemy crossed the Rappahannock on 
April 28th last, to his retreat over that river on the night of May 5th, embra¬ 
cing the battles of Chancdlorsville, Salem Church, etc. I also forward the 
reports of the several commanding officers of corps, divisions, brigades, and 
regiments, and the returns of the medical and ordnance departments, together 
with a map of the scene of operations. The accompanying reports and other 
documents are enumerated in a schedule annexed to my report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjt- and Insp.-gen., Richmond, Va. 
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REPORT OF GENERAL R, E. LEE OF BATTLE OF CHANCEL- 
LORSVILLE, VA. ( MAY I TO 3, 1863. 

General : After the battle of Fredericksburg the army remained encamped 
on the south side of the Rappahannock until the latter part of ApriL The 
Federal army occupied the north side of the river opposite Fredericksburg, 
extending to the Potomac. Two brigades of [R. H.] Anderson’s division— 
those of Generals [William] Mahone and [Carnot] Posey—were stationed 
near the United States Mine (or Bark Mill) Ford, and a third, under General 
[C. M.] Wilcox, guarded Banks’s Ford. The cavalry was distributed on both 
flanks, Fitzhugh Lee’s brigade picketing the Rappahannock above the mouth 
of the Rapidan, and W. H. F. Lee’s near Port Royal. Hampton’s brigade 
had been sent into the interior to recruit General [James] Longstreet, with 
two divisions of his corps, was detached for service south of the James River 
in February, and did not rejoin the army until after the battle of Chancellors- 
ville. 

With the exception of the engagement between Fitz Lee’s brigade and the 
enemy's cavalry near Kelly's Ford on March 17th, of which a brief report has 
been already forwarded to the Department nothing of interest transpired dur¬ 
ing this period of inactivity. 

On April 14th intelligence was received that the enemy’s cavalry was con¬ 
centrating on the upper Rappahannock. Their efforts to establish themselves 
on the south side of the river were successfully resisted by Fitzhugh Lee's 
brigade and two regiments of W. H. F. Lee's, the whole under the immediate 
command of General Stuart. 

About the 21st small bodies of infantry appeared at Kelly’s Ford and the 
Rappahannock bridge, and almost at the same time a demonstration was made 
opposite Port Royal, where a party of infantry crossed the river about the 23d. 
These movements were evidently intended to conceal the designs of the 
enemy, but, taken in connection with the reports of scouts, indicated that the 
Federal army, now commanded by Major-general Hooker, was about to resume 
active operations. 

At 5.30 A. M. on April 28th the enemy crossed the Rappahannock in boats 
near Fredericksburg, and, driving off the pickets on the river, proceeded to lay 
down a pontoon bridge a short distance below the mouth of Deep Run. Later 
in the forenoon another bridge was constructed about a mile below the first A 
considerable force crossed on these bridges during the day, and was massed 
out of view under the high banks of the river. The bridges, as well as the 
troops, were effectually protected from our artillery by the depth of the river¬ 
bed and the narrowness of the stream, while the batteries on the opposite 
heights completely commanded the wide plain between our lines and the river. 
As in the first battle of Fredericksburg, it was thought best to select positions 
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with a view to resist the advance of the enemy, rather than incur the heavy 
loss that would attend any attempt to prevent his crossing. Our dispositions 
were accordingly made as on the former occasion. 

No demonstration was made opposite any other part of our lines at Freder¬ 
icksburg, and the strength of the force that had crossed and its apparent indis¬ 
position to attack indicated that the principal effort of the enemy would be 
made in some other quarter. This impression was confirmed by intelligence 
received from General Stuart that a large body of infantry and artillery was 
passing up the river. During the forenoon of the 29th that officer reported 
that the enemy had crossed in force near Kelly's Ford on the preceding even¬ 
ing. Later in the day he announced that a heavy column was moving from 
Kelly's toward Germ anna Ford on the Rapid an, and another toward Ely's 
Ford on that river. The routes they were pursuing after crossing the Rapidan 
converge near Chancellorsville, whence several roads lead to the rear of our 
position at Fredericksburg. 

On the night of the 29th, General Anderson was directed to proceed toward 
Chancellorsville and dispose Wright’s brigade and the troops from the Bark 
Mill Ford to cover these roads. Arriving at Chancellorsville about midnight, 
he found the commands of Generals Mahone and Posey already there, hav¬ 
ing been withdrawn from the Bark Mill Ford with the exception of a small 
guard. 

Learning that the enemy had crossed the Rapidan and were approaching in 
strong force, General Anderson retired early on the morning of the 30th to the 
intersection of the Mine and plank roads near Tabernacle Church, and began 
to intrench himself. The enemy’s cavalry skirmished with his rear-guard as 
he left Chancellorsville, but, being vigorously repulsed by Mahone's brigade, 
offered no further opposition to his march. Mahone was placed on the old 
turnpike, Wright and Posey on the plank road. 

In the mean time, General Stuart had been directed to endeavor to impede 
the progress of the column marching by way of Germanna Ford. Detaching 
W. H. F. Lee with his two regiments (the Ninth arid Thirteenth Virginia) to 
oppose the main body of the enemy's cavalry, General Stuart crossed the Rap¬ 
idan at Raccoon Ford with Fitz Lee's brigade on the night of the 29th. Halt¬ 
ing to give his men a few hours* repose, he ordered Colonel [Thomas H.] Owen 
with the Third Virginia cavalry to throw himself in front of the enemy, while 
the rest of the brigade attacked his right flank at the Wilderness Tavern, 
between Germanna Ford and Chancellorsville. By this means the march of 
this column was delayed until 12 m., when, learning that the one from Ely's 
Ford had already reached Chancellorsville, General Stuart marched by Todd's 
Tavern toward Spottsylvania Court-house to put himself in communication 
with the main body of the army, aad Colonel Owen fell back upon General 
Anderson. 
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The enemy in our front near Fredericksburg continued inactive, and it was 
now apparent that the main attack would be made upon our flank and rear. 
It was therefore determined to leave sufficient troops to hold our lines, and with 
the main body of the army to give battle to the approaching column. Early's 
division of Jackson's corps and Barksdale's brigade of McLaws's division, 
with part of the reserve artillery under General [W. N.] Pendleton, were 
entrusted with the defence of our position at Fredericksburg, and at midnight 
of the 30th, General McLaws marched with the rest of his command toward 
Chancellorsville. General Jackson followed at dawn next morning with tire 
remaining divisions of his corps. He reached the position occupied by General 
Anderson at 8 A. m., and immediately began preparations to advance. 

At 11 A. M. the troops moved forward upon the plank and old turnpike roads, 
Anderson, with the brigades of Wright and Posey, leading on the former, Mc¬ 
Laws, with his three brigades, preceded by Mahone's, on the latter. Generals 
Wilcox and Perry of Anderson's division co-operated with McLaws. Jackson’s 
troops followed Anderson on the plank road. Colonel Alexander's battalion 
of artillery accompanied the advance. The enemy was soon encountered on 
both roads, and heavy skirmishing with infantry and artillery ensued, our troops 
pressing steadily forward. A strong attack upon General McLaws was repulsed 
with spirit by Semmes's brigade, and General Wright, by direction of General 
Anderson, diverging to the left of the plank road, marched by way of the 
unfinished railroad from Fredericksburg to Gordonsville and tamed the 
enemy's right His whole line thereupon retreated rapidly, vigorously pur¬ 
sued by our troops until they arrived within about one mile of ChanceUorsvUe, 
Here the enemy had assumed a position of great natural strength, surrounded 
on ail sides by a dense forest filled with a tangled undergrowth, in the midst 
of which breastworks of logs had been* constructed, with trees felled in front 
so as to form an almost impenetrable abatis. His artillery swept the few narrow 
roads by which his position could be approached from the front, and commanded 
the adjacent woods.' The left of his line extended from Chancellorsville toward 
the Rappahannock, covering the Bark Mill Ford, where he communicated with 
the north bank of the river by a pontoon bridge. His right stretched westward 
along the Germanna Ford road more than two miles. Darkness was approach¬ 
ing before the strength and extent of his line could be ascertained, and as the 
nature of the country rendered it hazardous to attack by night, our troops were 
halted and formed in line of battle in front of Chancellorsville at right angles 
to the plank road, extending on the right to the Mine road and to the left in 
the direction of the Catharine Furnace. Colonel [William C.J Wickham, 
with the Fourth Virginia cavalry and Colonel Owen’s regiment, was stationed 
between the Mine road and the Rappa ha nnock. The rest of die cavalry was 
upon our left flank. 

It was evident that a direct attack upon Che enemy would be attended with 
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great difficulty and loss, in view of the strength of his position and his superior¬ 
ity of numbers. It was therefore resolved to endeavor to turn his right flank 
and gain his rear, leaving a force in front to hold him in check and conceal the 
movement. The execution of this plan was entrusted to Lieutenant-general 
Jackson with his three divisions. The commands of Generals McLaws and 
Anderson, with the exception of Wilcox’s brigade, which during the night had 
been ordered back to Banks’s Ford, remained in front of the enemy. 

Early on the morning of the ad, General Jackson marched by the Furnace 
and Brock roads, his movement being effectually covered by Fitz Lee's cav¬ 
alry, under General Stuart in person. As the rear of the train was passing the 
Furnace a large force of the enemy advanced from Chancellorsville and at¬ 
tempted its capture. General Jackson had left the Twenty-third Georgia regi¬ 
ment, under Colonel [E. F.] Best, at this point to guard his flank, and upon 
the approach of the enemy Lieutenant-colonel J. T. Brown, whose artillery 
was passing at the time, placed a battery in position to aid in checking his 
advance. A small number of men who were marching to join their commands, 
including Captain [W. S.] Moore with two companies of the Fourteenth Ten¬ 
nessee regiment of Archer's brigade, reported to Colonel Brown and supported 
his guns. The enemy was kept back by this small force until the train had 
passed, but his superior numbers enabled him subsequently to surround and 
capture the greater part of the Twenty-third Georgia regiment. General An¬ 
derson was directed to send a brigade to resist the further progress of this 
column, and detached General Posey for that purpose. General Posey became 
warmly engaged with a superior force, but, being reinforced by General [A. R.] 
Wright, the enemy’s advance was arrested. 

After a long and fatiguing march General Jackson’s leading division, under 
General Rodes, reached the old turnpike, about three miles in rear of Chan- 
cellorsville, at 4 p. m. As the different divisions arrived they were formed at 
right angles to the road—Rodes in front, Trimble's division, under Brigadier- 
general [R. E.] Colston, in the second, and A. P. Hill’s in the third line. 

At 6 p. m. the advance was ordered. The enemy was taken by surprise and 
fled after a brief resistance. General Rodes’s men pushed forward with great 
vigor and enthusiasm, followed closely by the second and third lines. Position 
after position was carried, the guns captured, and every effort of the enemy to 
rally defeated by the impetuous rush of our troops. In the ardor of pursuit 
through the thick and tangled woods the first and second lines at last became 
mingled and moved on together as one. The enemy made a stand at a line 
of breastworks across the road at the house of Melzie Chancellor, but the 
troops of Rodes and Colston dashed over the intrenchments together, and the 
flight and pursuit were resumed, and continued until our advance was arrested 
by the abatis in front of the line of works near the central position at Chancel- 
lorsville. It was now dark, and General Jackson ordered the third line, under 
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General [A. P.] Hill, to advance to the front and relieve the troops of Rodes 
and Colston, who were completely blended and in such disorder, from their 
rapid advance through intricate woods and over broken ground, that it was 
necessary to re-form them. As Hill's men moved forward General Jackson, 
with his staff and escort, returning from the extreme front, met his skirmishers 
advancing, and in the obscurity of the night were mistaken for the enemy and 
fired upon. Captain [J. K.] Boswell, chief engineer of the corps, and several 
others were killed and a number wounded. General Jackson himself received 
a severe injury and was borne from the field. The command devolved upon 
Major-general Hill, whose division, under General Heth, was advanced to the 
line of intrenchments which had been reached by Rodes and Colston. A 
furious fire of artillery was opened upon them by the enemy, under cover of 
which his infantry advanced to the attack. They were handsomely repulsed 
by the Fifty-fifth Virginia regiment, under Colonel [Francis] Mallory, who was 
killed while bravely leading his men. General Hill was soon afterward dis¬ 
abled, and Major-general Stuart, who had been directed by General Jackson 
to seize the road to Ely’s Ford, in rear of the enemy, was sent for to take com¬ 
mand. At this time the right of Hill's division was attacked by the column of 
the enemy already mentioned as having penetrated to the Furnace, which had 
been recalled to Chancellorsville to avoid being cut off by the advance of 
Jackson. This attack was gallantly met and repulsed by the Eighteenth a 
Twenty-eighth and a portion of the Thirty-third North Carolina regiments. 
Lane's brigade. 

Upon General Stuart's arrival soon afterward the command was turned over 
to him by General Hill. He immediately proceeded to reconnoitre the ground 
and make himself acquainted with the disposition of the troops. The dark¬ 
ness of the night and the difficulty of moving through the woods and under¬ 
growth rendered it advisable to defer further operations until morning, and the 
troops rested on their arms in line of battle. Colonel [S.] Crutchfield, chief of 
artillery of the corps, was severely wounded, and Colonel [E. P.] Alexander, 
senior artillery officer present, was engaged during the entire night in selecting 
positions for our batteries. 

As soon as the sound of cannon gave notice of Jackson's attack on the 
enemy’s right, our troops in front of Chancellorsville were ordered to press him 
strongly on the left, to prevent reinforcements being sent to the point assailed. 
They were directed not to attack in force unless a favorable opportunity should 
present itself, and, while continuing to cover the roads leading from their re¬ 
spective positions toward Chancellorsville, to incline to the left, so as to connect 
with Jackson's right as he closed in upon the centre. These orders were well 
executed, our troops advancing up to the enemy’s intrenchments, while several 
batteries played with good effect upon his lines until prevented by the increas¬ 
ing darkness. 




